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545 Mount Pleasant Rd., Toronto, ON M4S 2M5
416-486-3045

www.manderleyfinefurniture.com

The Home of

In Walnut Grove, Stickley has combined  
flowing lines inspired by modern design  

with moments of  sophisticated handwork  
that beautifully showcase the  

furniture maker’s art.

The most successful 
modern collection

in Stickley history!

Building Trust. Creating a Lifestyle.

Tel  416.777.2324       Dir  416.886.2290
4632 Yonge Street,  Suite 202  Toronto,  ON  M2N 5M1

Email

Multi Award Winning 
Company including 
Best Custom Home 

in Canada

Design. Build. Project Management. 

34 years international multi-site project management and operations

In-house Engineers, Architectural Technicians, PMP and P.GSC by Canadian Construction Association

Featured in magazines, TV and newspapers

Fine Custom Homes and Boutique Custom Renovations



Finding a Lasting 
Product:

Decorative
Stamped 
Concrete

The Ultimate Solution 
Against Canada’s 
Harsh Climates

We’ve all experienced its affects to some degree – The tiresome 
process of hiring contractors to install a patio or walkway that 
looks great one season until six months later, it doesn’t. It’s no 
secret that the +30 / -30 temperature swings of freeze thaw in 
North America have a significant impact on construction and 
the renovation materials we choose to work with. 

Seven years ago, I met with Kyle Mufti, CEO of North American 
Concrete, at the World of Concrete show to discuss the 
challenges of building in Ontario’s harsh climates and then 
again at The Toronto Building Show in 2019.  A lot had changed 
in five years. I was curious to learn what kind of innovation was 
behind such conviction in the product. Today, North American 
Concrete offers a 25-year warranty to their clients across all 
sectors on most concrete applications. We took some time to 
sit down and get a better understanding of how and why.

“We’re in the business of customer service, and our entire 
company lives and breathes that culture. Our job was always to 
provide a lasting service that saves our clients’ money so that’s 
what we chose to spend time on perfecting first,” Says Mufti.

The building envelope involves a specialized ready mix formula 
with integral concrete colourings, innovative FRP vinyl ester 
rebar, microfibers, commercial grade concrete sealants and 
more.

1.800.850.6681 | 905.213.0855
1 Yonge St. Suite 1801
Toronto, ON M5E 1W7
info@na-concrete.com
www.na-concrete.com

Whether it’s restaurant chains or municipal 
boards, engineers and architects are 
constantly switching from the older 
methods of interlocking pavers and asphalt 
to architectural, decorative, and stamped 
concrete. Both economical and long lasting, 
we’re enjoying watching all sectors reap 
the benefits against Ontario’s challenging 
climate.

Decorative concrete can complete 
the look of modern homes, 
complement a contemporary design 
with elegance, or even match the 
rugged textures for cottages on the 
Canadian shield. These finishes are 
not only unique and customized to 
fit the designer, architect, or home 
owner’s vision, but moreover achieve 
the highest possible strength and 
warranty for exterior hardscaping 
and landscaping design.

Concrete products are constantly challenged, and innovation continues to raise the standard with it. Admixtures and 
plasticizers in the cement, microfibers for crack prevention, integral colourings to prevent spalling and longer lasting high-
grade sealers just to name a few.

The one we were most interested in was another division of Mufti’s construction group, North American Rebar™, which 
distributes FRP vinyl ester rebar from several locations in Ontario to contractors and suppliers. “FRP rebar was something 
that had to happen, traditional steel was increasing in price and ineffective. The vinyl ester rebar we distribute is 2.5 times 
the strength of steel, will never rust, has maximum bonding adhesion, and has better coverage ratings all while being 
competitive with steel pricing,” says Mufti. “It’s only a matter of time before steel reinforcements are completely replaced.”

In 2020, Mufti met with Borna Miragha, CEO of MST Bar, to build a relationship that would move MST bar across North 
America. MST Bar is currently a leader in the GFRP rebar market. With the collaboration of University of Sherbrooke & 
University of Concordia in Canada, MST-BAR® & MFX-BAR® are tested and proven to be the best GFRP rebar in the market 
today. A massive leap for progress and longevity in the construction industry.

spotlight

SO THE INDUSTRY HAS CHANGED, BUT HOW?

THE ARCHITECT’S CHOICE

UNLIMITED CHOICES
To Complete Your Vision
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CUSTOM HOME DESIGNER / BUILDER
Mahzad Homes, Inc. is a Toronto custom home building firm involved with many projects including spec homes,  

custom homes, contraction and project management. Our philosophy has always been to find the ordinary in the unique, 

rare, and beautiful, and seamlessly work that into our perfectly proportioned and tailored architecture and interiors.

beauty is in the details



Stunning new luxury homes to be built by Northridge 
Homes, adjacent to Cobble Beach resort 

Holly Stone Sales Representative
Senior Vice President - Sales  c 705.888.5775

Matthew Lidbetter Broker
Senior Vice President - Sales  c 705.443.7250

REGISTER NOW for Phase 1 at AnnexGeorgianBay.ca
Move in Spring 2022  No Home Owner Association fees

Where every day is Saturday

OH TO & York Spring 2021_Draft 3_Op 1a.indd   1 2021-04-01   1:16 PM

LIVE . LOVE . HOME
S O L I D  W O O D  B E D R O O M S   |   D I N I N G   |   U P H O L S T E R Y   |   L E A T H E R

LIVE . LOVE . HOME

VISIT OUR  10,000 SQ. FT.  LOCAL SHOWROOM IN OAKVILLE 
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Minimalist Sliding Doors
With the Panorama by QFORT range, we provide you with a series 
of aluminium sliding door systems featuring a stylish, minimalist 
design and high performance over time.

The Panorama by QFORT sliding systems provide increased 
visibility of the outdoor environment and also have high resistance 
to bad weather, due to the state-of-the-art technical specifications.

Looking to see some of the most minimalist products on the market? 
Visit our website or our showroom for more details!

Visit us here: 334 Manitou Drive, Unit C
Kitchener, Ontario, N2C 1L3
Visit our website: www.qfort.ca

Call us: (519) 954-6607
Follow us on Instagram @qfortkw



RBC CANADIAN WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEUR AWARDS

WINNER

Trust is Paramount, 
Contact Us Today!

90 Joseph St., Port Carling ON  P0B 1J0 • TICO #50021857
jaynesluxuryrentals.com  •  705-706-7900

Luxury Property 
Owners Contact Us 
to List
Award Winning Agency provides 
luxury turnkey rental experiences 
for owners and guests.

Specializing in:
•  Single family minimum one  

week rentals
• Thorough screening of guests
• Greeting guests upon arrival
• Weekly cleaning and security
• 24/7 guest support
• Large security deposits
•  70% guest repeat rate
•  Concierge includes private chefs, 

shopping services, hot tubs,  
and more!

“LUXE ON JOE”

LUXURY RENTALS
Jayne's

Hardwood l LVT l Area Rugs l Vinyl l Laminate l Carpet and More!

Barrie
129 Mapleview Dr W
705.727.9805

Newmarket
20 Davis Dr
905.953.9025

@endoftheroll @endoftheroll_

WE JUST HAVE 
MORE!

More Flooring In Stock, More Prices You’ll Love.



REACH US EASILY: firstname.lastname@ourhomes.ca
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tTWENTY-THREE YEARS OF LIVING WITH SOMEONE 
is a long time. It’s 23 years of joint house projects, some gone right and 
some gone wrong. It’s choosing area rugs and furniture – and having 
dreaded paint colour conversations.

I’ll admit I have a little tunnel vision every time we start a project. 
I like the idea of the finished product, but I have no patience when it 
comes to waiting for the results. I’ve realized how maddening it must 
be for my husband Emil when I saunter in, mid-project, and point out, 
“You missed a spot,” or “Is that the real colour?” 

The year I was pregnant with our now 20-year-old daughter, I was 
determined to paint our powder room. One night at 11:00 p.m., I busted 
out the paint supplies and started, even though he said it was too late. 
Within an hour, I’d made a disaster of things and he found me slumped 
in a teary mess on the floor. There was no “I told you so” or “Look at 
this disaster.” He calmly picked up a brush and started painting. The 
man is a saint. 

Over the years, I’ve seen dozens of beautiful homes for OUR 
HOMES, and often come home brimming with ideas to elevate our 
space. Emil has never hesitated to bring my ideas to reality. He learned 
to install crown moulding and wall panelling. He’s scraped ceilings 
and painted rooms over and over again. If I point out a patio lantern I 
like, he hits the garage to build one. Even though I joke a lot about our 
disaster of a garage, it’s the space he uses to make our house a home. 

We’re gearing up for summer. In the last few years, Emil’s become a 
hobby gardener and has set his sights on square-foot gardening. With a 
small subdivision yard and limited space, it’s the perfect project.

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

Follow us    
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

y

Curate your next real estate listing/purchase. 

LuxBayRealEstateGroup.com
114 Ontario Street, Collingwood Ontario

inquiry@luxbayrealestategroup.com  |  info@meredithcudney.ca

CANADA

COSTA RICA

COSTA RICA DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Las Catalinas - 22 Paseo Miraflores is turnkey, brand new and move in ready! 
Gorgeous views to the ocean from master bedroom and living area. Town of Las Catalinas 
with private beaches, beach club, restaurants, boutique hotel. 
Meredith Cudney, Sales Representative, Cell - 705-446-8436                      $649,000 usd

Villa Blue Surf - Spacious ocean front villa in a stunning private location in Las 
Cannas. Private pool and steps to the ocean! Guest house above the 4 bay detached garage. 
Surf in the morning and kite surf in the afternoon.  
Meredith Cudney, Sales Representative, Cell - 705-446-8436                      $599,000 usd

Nosara, Playa Guiones
Casa Olympica is a gorgeous Costa 
Rican Residence in the outskirts of 
Nosara, Playa Guiones. Stunning 
home built by John Fraser 2005 
with majestic views to the Pacific 
Ocean and Rio Montana Valley!  
Peace and tranquility at its finest.  
LuxBay website Exclusive Listing. 
Meredith Cudney, Sales Representative 
Cell - 705-446-8436
          $1,490,000 usd

Mulmur, Ontario
Stunning acreage in Mulmur 
for sale. 20 acre severance to 
be completed by mid summer.  
1.5 hours from Toronto on the 
quiet and peaceful Prince of 
Wales Road and surrounded 
by Bruce Trail Conservancy and 
neighbouring farm acreages.  
LuxBay website Exclusive Listing.
Exclusive Contact - 
Meredith Cudney, Sales Representative 
Cell - 705-446-8436

Meredith Cudney
Sales Representative

LuXBay_SP21.indd   1 2021-04-01   4:43 PM

New Construction | Additions | Renovations | Interior Decorating

416.855.2473   www.twobirdsdesign.ca   info@twobirdsdesign.ca
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ON THE COVER
A luxe redesign blends 
traditional with a modern take.
Story, page 34. Photography 
by Jason Hartog.
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Call 705.445.7085  306-10 Keith Ave., Collingwood riouxbakerteam.com

SERVING COLLINGWOOD & THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

David Holman
Sales Representative 

416.930.2558

Sherry Rioux
Broker/Team Lead 
705.443.2793

Jacki Binnie
Sales Representative 

705.441.1071

Hollie Knight
Licensed Asst. 

705.445.7085

Craig Davies
Sales Representative 

289.685.8513
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Sandee Tatham
In-House Stager
705.445.7085

Emma Baker
Broker/Team Lead
705.444.3989

EXPERIENCED LOCAL PROFESSIONALS
Virtual viewings and video walk-throughs  
• #1 in brokerage sales
• Covid-19 showing protocols

RiouxBaker
R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M

COLLINGWOOD
REDUCE STRESS
BUY A LIFESTYLE

Almira Haupt

705.445.7085

Will Hoff
Marketing Director
647.892.8259
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To navigate the dos and don’ts for your 
outdoor life experience, first, ask yourself, 
“How much time do I want to devote to 
maintenance?” A bit of research will make 
your lounge time more enjoyable. 

CABINETRY AND FURNITURE – 
MAINTENANCE 101

 Most products are made of plastic, 
wood, aluminum or wicker, and each 
material has its own set of positives 
and negatives.

 Take time to read and follow 
manufacturers’ instructions to clean 
and maintain any products. It’ll 
make your life easier in the short 
and long run.

 Corrosion- and weather-resistant 
means the finish protects materials. It 
is not waterproof.

 UV-stable and light fastness is a 
stabilizer added to protect from 
deterioration or fading in the sun.

 Fire, heat and impact-resistant 
materials are easy to clean and 
non-corrosive. The most practical is 
stainless steel. 

 The easiest solution is to cover your 
furniture and place in storage when 
not in use. 

WANT SUSTAINABLE PATIO FURNITURE? 
Look for 
recycled plastic, 
reclaimed wood 
or FSC-certified 
wood. Teak 
is well known 
for durability, 
beauty and 
strength and is 
popular on ships.

FABRICS 
Cushions 
and fabrics 
make outdoor 
lounging comfy. 
Make sure fabrics 
are breathable and 
UV, water, mildew and stain-
resistant. Most people are familiar with 
Sunbrella fabric for its durability and soft 
feel. Power-washing is not recommended 
as it can ruin the seams of the cushions. 

SHADES AND CANOPIES
Extend your outdoor stay in a natural way 
to keep cool, protect yourself from UV 
rays and reduce the premature ageing of 
wood and fabric. Add a fan for ultimate 
breezy coolness.

FLOORING 
What’s under your feet needs to be 
practical, beautiful and long-wearing. 
First, take an inventory of the area you 
want to cover. Assess conditions such as 
drainage, holes made by animals, soil 
type and exposure to sun and rain. This 
will determine what materials you’ll need 
to use. Flooring options include: 

Wood: It’s versatile. Redwood and cedar 
have a natural resistance to rot and the 
elements. Other woods require sealants.

Stone: Natural and durable. Includes 
granite, slate and marble and still requires 
care. Dark stones absorb the heat and will 
scorch your tender tootsies.

Brick and permeable concrete pavers: 
Great hardscape options for eco-friendly 
patios and walkways. 

Tile: Porcelain tiles can mimic the look 
of other materials, including wood 
and stone, all while being durable and 
budget-friendly.

Rubber paving stones and recycled 
plastic: Helps divert waste from landfills. 
Resilient, durable, slip resistant and shock 
absorbent – a favourite around pools and 
kids’ playgrounds.

Composite Decking: Wood fibres 
encased in plastic and binding agents. 
Low-maintenance, easy to install with a 
multitude of great traits. Very popular 
despite higher cost of materials.

Carpets: Makes the outdoors homelike. 
The synthetics are easy to clean, and are 
mould, mildew and stain-resistant. Many 
are made of recycled materials.

Artificial Grass: It’s not the real thing, but 
it is easy to install and long-lasting. You do 
need to vacuum it.

NOTE: Make sure your flooring has a 
matte or non-slip finish. Shiny surfaces are 
hazardous around water and in the winter. 

Finally, your 
evening 
outdoor stay is 
more enjoyable 
when you light 
things up! 
Make sure any 
fixture you use 
is wet-rated. 
Safety first.  OH

SURVIVING 
THE ELEMENTS

Interior Designer 
Dolores Pian 
shares her ideas.

The great outdoors: Whether we experience it on a tiny balcony, a cosy deck or a big backyard, we all want to 
get out to enjoy warmer temperatures. While it’s lovely to lounge, linger and live outdoors, you need to know 
Mother Nature is cruel towards materials. The scorching sun, with temperatures that go up and down, along 
with the wind, rain and water are all challenging to materials, natural or man-made.

CABANACOAST: Landing 
Deep Seating in Umber

HINKLEY: Hardy 
Island Round 
Side-Mount LED 
Path Light
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SurvivingTheElements.indd   2 2021-03-15   12:30 PM

R E F I N E  Y O U R  L I F E S T Y L E

CECLO Easy

ORIGINAL Hybrid

FUN X2 Foldable

ORIGINAL Electric ORIGINAL Boat

LUXURY ELECTRIC  &  ECO-FR IENDLY  BOATS

E-C ATAMARA N.COM   87 7. 227.8098

CECLO Cruise

Khap Reve_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-11   2:13 PM
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new
BEGINNINGS
Spring into the season with 
fresh ideas for inside and out.

1  ADM DESIGN INC.

Outdoor Seating
It’s time to relax outside in comfort and style. The 
LOOP contemporary collection blends easily into a 
transitional environment thanks to its classic shape 
and luxe woven fibres. Sit and enjoy the weather. 

1211 Gorham St. Unit 7, Newmarket | 905.836.9890  
295 Sunseeker Ave., Innisfil | 705.294.1119 
admdesign.ca 

2   GREEN LOVE

Biophilic Décor 
Inspired by nature, this preserved moss and fern 
piece looks like it was brought home from your latest 
walk in the forest. Maintenance free. Hang it and 
enjoy it. GREEN LOVE creates living walls, green walls
and biophilic décor, bringing nature indoors.

416.994.7622 | greenlovebyheidi.com

3   UNITECH EXTERIOR DOORS

Front Door
Add curb appeal and value to your home with 
a fibreglass front door. Unitech’s Contemporary 
Collection M-600 comes in a range of colours to suit 
the exterior of your home. Visit their showroom and 
make a grand entrance. 

260 Jevlan Dr., Woodbridge 
905.856.4011 | unitechdoors.com

4   INTERIORS BY BETTER SHADE

Theatre Seating 
Movie watching can be luxurious. Canadian-made 
Vertex home theatre seating features headrest, recline, 
memory foam, power lumbar as well as integrated 
LED lighting and smart USB charging. Choose from 
numerous fabric and leather cover options. 

469 Glendale Ave., St. Catharines  
905.227.4555 | interiorsbybettershade.com

5   TAPS BATH

TOTO Toilet 
Upgrade your bathroom with the Neorest NX2 toilet 
from TOTO. Its Actilight elevates cleaning with a 
bacteria-neutralizing ultraviolet light and titanium 
dioxide-fired bowl. The Washlet bidet seat has an 
automatic, heated open-and-close function with 
warm-water washing, air purifying system and warm 
air dryer.

1020 Lawrence Ave. W., Toronto | 416.785.0224  
3050 Vega Blvd., Mississauga | 905.569.1262  
tapsbath.com 

6   BARNBOARDSTORE

Bench 
This live-edge black walnut bench with powder-
coated legs is gorgeous. Perfect for an entryway, at 
the foot of a bed or as extra seating at the dining 
table. It’s naturally beautiful. 

1044 Cannon St. E., Unit C, Hamilton  
647.667.2102 | barnboardstore.com  OH

1

2

3

4

5

6

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1   |  2322  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

style picks



HOW-TO

FIG SYRUP

Combine all 
ingredients in a 
saucepan and simmer 
for 10-15 minutes.

Remove from heat and 
cool for 30 minutes.

Strain with a fine mesh 
strainer and store 
in fridge. 

PREPARE COCKTAIL 

Chill glassware 
of choice.

Combine all ingredients 
in a cocktail shaker and 
add ice. Shake until 
chilled then strain.

Garnish with edible 
flowers.  OH

FIG SOUR
Elderflower
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

A FLORAL TAKE ON A TRADITIONAL GIN 
SOUR COCKTAIL. THIS VERSION COMBINES 
DELICATE FLORAL NOTES, LEAVES A TOUCH 
OF TART ON THE TONGUE AND DISPLAYS A 
COLOURFUL HUE.

INGREDIENTS

FIG SYRUP 

1 cup figs, diced 

½ cup white sugar 

½ cup water 

COCKTAIL 

1.5 ounces gin 

1.5 ounces 
elderflower liqueur 

2 ounces lemon juice 

1 ounce fig syrup 

1 ounce egg white, 
pasteurized 

Garnish: edible 
flowers (optional)

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

ElderflowerFigSour.indd   2 2021-02-26   12:18 PM ColonialConcepts_SP20.indd   1 2020-02-05   12:04 PM
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COLOUR
TRENDS
STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH

It’s a blue year for interior 
design. Major paint brands 
have picked their top paint 
colours, and blues are 
trending for your walls and 
home accessories. 

Aqua Fiesta (PPG1147-4), a vibrant blue-green, 
is Glidden’s first-ever accent colour of the year. 
It’s a bright refreshing aquamarine that will make 
a splash in small doses, perhaps on millwork or 
an accent wall.

Beauti-Tone Paint has 
selected Dancing in the Rain 
(C20-5-0644-0), a pastel 
blue. “It’s a blue we can relax 
in while feeling as though 
we are in a calm and tranquil 
environment,” says Kristen 
Gear, Beauti-Tone’s lead 
colour designer.

THIS YEAR’S COLOURS 
ARE OPTIMISTIC 
AND PLAY TO OUR 
OVERWHELMING 
NEED FOR COMFORT 
AT HOME. 

THE BLUES

SICO has selected 
Blue-Winged 
Warbler (6160-52) 
as its Colour of the 
Year. It’s named after 
the North American 
songbird, an ode to 
nature enthusiasts 
and outdoor 
adventure seekers.

ColourTrends.indd   2 2021-02-16   9:42 AM

Continued on page 28

www.lskc.ca  
FROM CITY TO COT TAGE

CABINETRY 
COUNTERTOPS 

FIXTURES
TILE

OFFERING TURN-KEY KITCHEN + BATH RENOVATIONS

416 994 7622
705 994 5545

greenlovebyheidi.com

GREEN LOVE

INSPIRED BY
NATURE

LIVING & GREEN WALLS
BOTANICALS

OFFICE / RETAIL / RESIDENTIAL

interior design
+ home furnishingss

lfidesign.com
shop online + see our full range of design services

416-910-2313
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MOVING AWAY 
FROM GREY

BACK TO 
NATURE 
While blues dominate, our natural 
surroundings also inspire colour.

Benjamin Moore says its colour, Aegean Teal (2136-40), will help 
create natural harmony in your home. The company calls the 
colour “intriguing, balanced and deeply soothing.” Imagine this 
colour on your kitchen cabinets.

Urbane Bronze (SW 
7048), the top pick from 
Sherwin Williams, is a 
warm hue the company 
says will help you create 
“the ultimate retreat for 
reflection and renewal,” 
and “a sense of calm 
from the ground up.” It’s 
perfect for window trims 
or accent walls.

Behr decided on a spectrum 
of colours – 21 shades ranging 
from soft neutrals to energizing 
bolds. Their aim is for us to 
create the elevated comfort “we 
all need right now.” Broadway 
(PPU18-20) is described as 
“safe and resilient.”

Farrow & Ball has selected 
12 shades for its 2021 
colour trends, mostly 
earthy neutrals and natural 
colours. The company 
says its selections reflect 
“a broader trend toward 
warm, organic colours and 
away from cool greys and 
blues.” We like Green 
Smoke No.47.  OH

Valspar’s colour 
experts unveiled 12 
“fresh and familiar 
colours” that are 
on-trend now and 
are “easy to love 
forever.” One of 
our top picks from 
this collection is 
Soft Candlelight 
(3005-6C).

ColourTrends.indd   3 2021-02-16   9:42 AM

Yes It’s
Acceptable 
To Stare.

• Multipoint Lock Security
• 70% Lower Energy Costs
• No Maintenance
• No Rot, No Cracking
• Factory Direct Prices 
• Excellent Warranty

SIX YEARS 
IN A ROW

Visit Unitech’s showroom or website.
Showroom: 260 Jevlan Drive, Woodbridge 

www.unitechdoors.com   905.856.5290

Beautiful Looks And Premium Features.

UNITECH_OUR_HOMES_HALFPAGE_VERT.indd   1 2021-03-30   2:52 PM

15140 Yonge Street, Unit #2 Aurora, ON  L4G 1M2
O: 289.466.1048 | O: 705.812.2421

 info.design@foxglovedesign.ca | foxglovedesign.ca

DESIGN • RENOVATE • BUILD
Foxglove Design Inc. is committed to providing an exceptional 

client experience, from concept to completion. 
It’s all about the plan, it’s all about the communication, 

it’s all about the conversation.

Call to schedule an in home consultation.

Custom Builds • Additions • Main Floor Redesign
Kitchen Design • Project Management

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Home & Cottage • Sales & Installation
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY MELANIE REKOLA

EASY
2020 was a wild year that brought so many challenges – 
some were utterly heartbreaking and others were just plain 
annoying. The lack of availability of items we take for granted 
was frustrating, including plants. Many garden favourites just 
weren’t attainable. Seed-sowing to the rescue! 

Most garden seeds (both 
flowers and veggies) are 
readily available online 
and at your local nursery, 
often in varieties you might 
otherwise never find. Plus, 
growing plants from seed 
is an inexpensive, fun and 
rewarding process. Most 
seeds can be started indoors 
earlier in the growing season 
but for this piece I’m focusing 
on the direct sowing method 
because it’s terrifically 
simple. Direct seeding/
sowing means to plant 
seed directly in the garden. 
Sounds easy doesn’t it? That’s 
because it is! 

Unlike their inside-grow 
counterparts, seeds that 
have been grown in place 
don’t experience the stress 
of transplanting and won’t 
need to adjust to their new 
surroundings. Often you 
won’t lose any time at all 
direct-sowing and I learned 
this (again) firsthand during 
last year’s growing season 
when a friend gifted me a 
variety of veggie seeds in 
June. With no time to start 
indoors I had no choice 
but to direct-sow them. To 
my surprise, many of these 
sown-in-place seedlings grew 
better and produced more 
than the ones I started inside 
the previous months. 

Sow

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist 
and landscape designer.

SowEasy.indd   2 2021-02-16   12:15 PM

Continued on page 32
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FIND YOUR HUSQVARNA AT

TAKE YOUR 
WEEKENDS 
BACK AND 
GET A PERFECT 
LAWN 24/7.

WORLD 
LEADER 

IN ROBOTIC 
MOWING

SINCE 1995

AUTOMOWER® 315X

AUTOMOWER® 430X

AUTOMOWER® 450X/450XH

Connect with HusqvarnaCA

The X SERIES Automower® 
range from Husqvarna take 
robotic mowing to the next 
level. They feature the 
highest cutting capacity, the 
lowest noise levels and the 
most advanced features. 
HUSQVARNA.COM

MEAFORD
206005 Hwy #26 W., 
519-538-1660
800-265-3730

 OWEN SOUND
718012 Hwy 6 N., 
519-376-5880
800-475-2693

STAYNER
6837 Hwy #26 E., 
705-428-3132
888-428-3188

  
WWW.EARTHPOWERTRACTORS.COM

EARTHPOWER_SP20.indd   1 2020-06-30   3:23 PM
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TIPS FOR
SEEDING SUCCESS 
Though direct-sowing is easy, it 
doesn’t mean your new plant babies 
won’t need care. Follow these tips for 
the best direct-seeding success:

 Make sure to clear your seeding 
area of any weeds and have the soil 
loose, damp and ready for planting. 

 Most of the specific sowing info 
per plant variety is found on the 
seed packet. Please read carefully. 
The rule of thumb is to plant a 
seed three times as deep as its 
circumference, but some require 
light or a cold stratification to 
germinate. Also keep in mind that 
when to sow is equally important, as 
some seedlings are frost-hardy and 
some are not. 

 Mark your spot. It’s really easy to 
forget where you planted seeds 
once springtime growth is in 
full swing. 

 Water your seeds gently as needed 
until you see germination, then 
again whenever you see the soil 
surface looking a bit dry. Watch the 
weather and adjust your watering. 
Schedule accordingly as seedlings 
can easily die from drought or 
drowning at this delicate stage. 

 If you have a good germination rate, 
you may need to thin your seedlings 
to give them airflow and room to 
grow. I find it’s better to pinch the 
unwanted seedlings off at the base 
because pulling them disturbs their 
delicate, young root systems. If 
the unwanted seedlings are edible 
plants you can eat them, too.

 Keep watching and caring for your 
new brood until they’re established 
plants, and always be on the 
lookout for pests and predators. 
Some insects love to snack on and 
decimate defenseless seedlings. 

THE EDIBLES

Beans, salad greens, 
parsley, basil, dill, borage, 
cilantro, fennel, beets, 
carrots, peas and radish.

BLOOMS-FOR-DAYS ANNUALS

Cosmos, zinnia, calendula, 
sunflowers, nasturtium, nigella, 
bachelor buttons, california poppies, 
morning glory and moonflower.

DEPENDABLE
PERENNIALS/BIENNIALS 

Foxglove, blue flax, black 
eyed susans, milkweed, 
butterfly weed, columbine 
and lupine.

PRO TIP: After your seed garden is well established, don’t forget to sow succession crops of 
both flowers and veggies to keep those beautiful blossoms and edibles coming all season long. 
You can even save some seeds at the end of the season for next year. 

Lessons learned? Direct sowing is a little bit risky and patience-building but also incredibly 
easy and inexpensive. Which method will you choose this gardening season?  OH

MELANIE’S PLANT PICKS
Annual flowers, vegetables, and even some perennials are great candidates 
for direct-sowing. Some plants even seed themselves for subsequent years. 
Here is my list of favourites, but please don’t let it limit you. There are many 
others that will work. 

SowEasy.indd   3 2021-02-16   12:15 PM

Toronto Beaches 
1828 Queen Street East  

416-698-3473

Scarborough 
65 Rylander Boulevard  

416-283-2783

Ajax 
2 Old Kingston Road 

905-686-3666

Whitby 
10 Sunray Street, Unit 18 

905-668-3366

Visit our website  
for current store hours

www.cl assicfirepl ace.ca

Get your Grill on!

32  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

gardening



KNOW
STORY JOYCE GIONET
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

CHANCES ARE YOU’VE MADE A FEW UPDATES
TO HOME SWEET HOME DURING THE PANDEMIC. 
FOR MANY OF US, HOME NOW SERVES AS AN 
OFFICE, CLASSROOM AND GYM.    Continued on page 36

they just

Wallpaper makes a statement backdrop for deep 
aubergine and mixed metal accents. Incorporating 
texture in the drapery and rug adds warmth. 
ABOVE: Standing: Luisa Maringola and Marisa 
Lupo, seated: Evelyn Solis and Cindy Grande.
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S In the great room, the double windows are an 
architectural standout. Lots of light makes it a welcoming 
space for get-togethers. Wood elements work well with 
the limestone. For the walls, the team chose Benjamin 
Moore’s Natural Cream. A cooler pick might have been 
too harsh in this room. 

Christina and her husband love luxury touches. They 
also lean toward formal furnishings in soft, subdued 
colours that promote a sense of calm. However, Marisa’s 
choice of deep aubergine as the accent colour was a huge 
hit. Alongside the metallics, it’s a knockout. Gold colours 
were introduced in the vestibule and carried into every 
room. The ladies at Lumar aren’t shy about mixing their 
metals or metal textures – they’ve got it down to an art. 
The great room’s foil wallpaper in mauve-grey tones 
makes a sensational feature wall. 

plenty of questions 
to learn what the 
homeowner liked. 
“The pair presented 
me with a number of 
options based on my 
thoughts and input. 
This was amazing and 
so much easier!” 

Lumar is a one-
stop furnishings and 
décor shop for its 
clients. With 20 years 
in business, Marisa 
and business partner 
Luisa Maringola 
have developed an 
extensive network of 
high-end suppliers. 

There’s little they can’t access or customize. All upholstery 
is made in Canada and protected with Crypton, an 
antimicrobial, stain-resistant technology, bonded for the 
life of the fabric. 

This home redo involved one major structural change. 
A wall was taken down between the kitchen and family 
room to create a main-level great room. Little changed in 
the kitchen, but the limestone floor was the inspiration 
behind a new limestone fireplace mantel. The elegant floral 
carvings are a nod to old Europe. They accentuate the 
home’s luxury vibe.

Staring at the same four walls has sent us into a frenzy of 
redecorating, renovating and in some cases, completely 
re-imagining our spaces to accommodate the new normal. It’s 
worth stating that including a designer in the reno process 
can save you time, money and even disappointment when you 
realize you’re not a Joanna Gaines, Nate Berkus or Bobby Berk. 
Homeowner Christina Liu is inclined to agree. 

“In my previous home I did the decorating myself and even 
though I spent a lot of time on it, the final result was not what I 
envisioned or hoped for,” Christina says. “Updating this house, 
I decided to trust the professionals.” Acting on a friend’s 
referral, Christina hired Marisa Lupo of Lumar Interiors. 
“Marisa has much more experience coordinating colours and 
styles,” says Christina. “She was able to incorporate some 
of my old furnishings into the new look.” At the start of the 
process, Marisa and senior designer Cindy Grande asked 

DESIGN TIP!
The reflective properties of metallic 
wallpaper can help lighten a darker room 
or windowless space, like a powder room.

Continued on page 38

LEFT: A sofa table helps 
delineate the space. ABOVE: 
A larger kitchen dining area is a 
bright, cheery space for eating 
and entertaining. RIGHT: Hints 
of gold are found throughout 
the redesign.

OPPOSITE, LEFT: The corners 
are not forgotten. Here, a chair 
and side table create additional 
seating. TOP RIGHT: Neutral 
hues in the furnishings create 
a blank canvas for a myriad of 
colour accents. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Details in the fireplace mantel 
add timeless formality.
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An eclectic mix of old and new 
conveys a chic ambience. In the 
formal living room, the underside 
of the console’s glass top is 
painted in chinoiserie, a whimsical 
western style of decorative art 
inspired by Chinese motifs and 
techniques. It dates to the 17th 
century. On top of the console, 
textured ceramic vases are paired 
with an antiqued gold mirror. The 
standout here is the hand-carved 
Christopher Guy cocktail table 
called Matisse. Its lovely curves, 
looped detail and Renaissance 
gold-leaf and black lacquer 
finish are a terrific addition to a 
transitional space. Bright white 
painted wainscotting wraps 
the room in delicate old-world-
meets-modern charm. 

In the dining room, a 
German silver sideboard is a 
mod addition. It strays from 
formality just enough to be 

interesting, without appearing 
out of place. Deep aubergine 
makes a cameo appearance via 
accessories. Christina brought 
the dining room chairs from her 
previous house and Marisa had 
them reupholstered. Lighting 
accents the main level in warm 
burnished silvers and golds. 
Marisa quirkily refers to them as 
the “room jewelry.” 

The pandemic has sparked 
a resurgence in our desire for 
houseplants. It’s a trend that’s 
happening around the world. 
Perhaps we’re trying to reduce 
our stress levels or maybe we just 
want to see things growing and 
thriving while we continue our 
love affair with sourdough starters 
and banana bread. Whatever’s 
behind the trend, Marisa and 
Cindy are incorporating this 
welcome revival of “live” and 
“green” into their own designs.

DESIGN 
TIP!
Working with creams 
and off-whites is 
trickier than you think. 
Unless you’re a pro, 
get colour advice.

Continued on page 40

RIGHT: This room is a perfect blend 
of old meets new with antique gold, 
a hand carved table and elegant, 
understated furnishings. BELOW: A 
German silver sideboard in the dining 
room is a showstopper that adds 
architectural interest.

DESIGN

Best of

556 Edward Ave Unit #83

905-508-5780

Contactus@LumarInteriors.com

www.lumarinteriors.com

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR 

DESIGN AND DECORATING

FURNITURE

DRAPERY

BEDDING AND ACCENTS

SPACE PLANNING 

Beyond MarBle & Granite

★ Over 25 Years in Business ★

905.738.1111
Free Estimates Via Phone or Email

8111 Jane St., Unit 8, Vaughan
beyondmarbleandgranite.com
info@beyondmarbleandgranite.com

★★ Top Choice ★★
Granite & Stone Countertops 

of 2021 in Vaughan

Specializing in COUNTERTOPS 
• Quartz • Granite • Marble • Quartzite

James C. Pitropov, Principal Architect, OAA
647-226-9860 • pitropov_architecture@sympatico.ca

www.lakesidearchitecture.ca

Exclusively dedicated  
to the design of  
luxury homes, cottages  
and boathouses.
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A successful outcome is achieved 
by giving clients options without 
overwhelming. “We presented 
Christina with two or three styles 
of sofas, chairs, tables, lighting, rugs, 
paint colours, finishes, etc., on the 
design board,” says Marisa. To her 
delight, Christina gave the team free 
rein on the project, right down to 
choosing accessories. “Some clients 
like to add the finishing touches 
themselves, but often they have no 
time to get around to it,” she adds. “On 
this project, everything came together 
beautifully for Christina, right down 
to the smallest detail. She now has a 
luxurious finished product that she 
can still add to or change over time.” 

“My favourite room is the family 
room,” says Christina. “My husband 
likes traditional, but I like things 

a little more modern. Marisa used 
the velvet accent chair and pillows 
to make the room feel warmer. She 
also selected a metallic wallpaper 
that matches the lighting and 
cabinet. This makes the house feel 
both modern and traditional at 
the same time.”

Marisa is aware that not everyone 
can afford to do a complete refresh 
or reno in one go and that’s okay, 
she says. She believes home is an 
evolving thing, “so do it in stages, 
but do it well.” Asked to define 
what the professionals at Lumar 
Interiors bring to their clients that’s 
particularly unique, Marisa sums it 
up nicely. “When it comes to design, 
we like to push our clients out of 
their comfort zone a little. We tell 
them, ‘We do you. Only better!’ ”  OH

Chinoiserie is a whimsical, timeless 
way to add character to a home.

RIGHT: A jewel in every room, artwork is meant to 
complement and complete a space. BELOW: It’s all 
in the details, and mixed metals and textures are 
found throughout the design.

DESIGN, BUILD  
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN

Garrison Creek specializes in building eco-friendly luxury homes.  
We offer the latest innovations and guide homeowners through  

building a beautifully designed dream home that enhances their lifestyle.

For more information, please contact:

Gerry Reynolds • Director | Business Development
416.476.5616 • gerry@garrison-creek.com

garrison-creek.com            @GarrisonCCI            @garrisoncreekhomes
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RECREATE THIS LOOK IN YOUR OWN HOME.

pretty
POWDER 
ROOM
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1. RENWIL: Coburg Mirror  2. Z-LITE: Mila 
Wall Sconce in Rubbed Brass  3. POKOLOKO: 
Leo Terry Hand Towel  4. CREATIONS BY 
ALNO, INC.: Acrylic Contemporary Towel Bar 
in Polished Brass  5. YORK WALLCOVERINGS: 
Branches Unpasted Wallpaper  6. CROWN 
SURFACE SOLUTIONS: Chinoiserie Cherry 
Blossom Wallpaper  7. SALTILLO TILE: 
Combined Hexagon Thassos Carrara  8. CASA 
ROMA TILE: Geoshapes – Ice (7x8 Hexagon 
with Frame)  9. CREATIONS BY ALNO, INC.: 
Acrylic Contemporary Single Post Tissue Holder 
in Polished Brass  10. JAMES MARTIN: Brittany 
36” Single Bathroom Vanity in Urban Gray.  OH
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Kelly Lazar, CGA, CPA • Sales Representative
Office: 416.488.2875 - Toll Free: 1.800.466.2218 - Direct: 416.930.0787

kellyjlazar@gmail.com

David Wagman • Sales Representative | Managing Partner
Office: 416.488.2875 - Toll Free: 1.800.466.2218 - Direct: 416.414.0007

Located in historical downtown Sutton this 1,695 sq. ft. storefront 
located on a prime street features a 1,070 sq. ft. 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
upper apartment. A turnkey investment that features main floor 
commercial where you can operate your own salon, retail, bakery, 
diner or intimate restaurant that is steps away from your apartment 

or rental. A great investment that boasts many possibilities. 
Only 5 minutes to Jackson’s Point & 45 minutes to Toronto.

Prime Sutton 
Live - Work Investment Property

Ask Decorating Secrets
From Design Experts

www.decorstudiogroup.com
mail@decorstudiogroup.com

Hillary 416-839-3237
Violeta 416-984-6354

   

BARRIE  •  BURLINGTON
COLLINGWOOD  •  DUNDAS

     www.alleen.com

SALE

TORONTO  •  MARKHAM

WWW.SALNEK.CA
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THE STYLE

An eclectic mix of mission, 
traditional and contemporary 
influences offer something 
for everyone. Stickley 
originally popularized the 
“new” mission style at the 
beginning of the last century, utilizing quarter-cut, sustainably harvested, white 
oak and wild Adirondack cherry. Over the years, they incorporated mahogany 
and solid walnut while preserving Stickley’s legendary construction techniques. 
New collections like Park Slope and Walnut Grove soften, lighten and provide 
a contemporary look for today’s homes. Whether it’s mission, traditional or 
modern styling for a condo or estate, Stickley has you covered.

WHAT’S NEW
Celebrating 21 years of Stickley’s 
Collector Edition designs, the 
2021 Collector Edition Harvey 
Ellis Console Desk offers a 
classic style suited for the current 
work-from-home world. The 
small profile is crafted of solid 
quartersawn white oak with an 
elongated Harvey Ellis botanical 
inlay embellished on both side 
panels. The versatile piece 
provides plenty of room for a 
laptop or children’s schoolbooks, 
and works well as a sofa console 
or hallway table.  OH

ON A
MISSION
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

THE PLACE

In business for more than 30 years, Manderley Fine Furniture 
is the largest distributor of Stickley Furniture. Handcrafted since 
1900 in upstate New York, Stickley’s solid wood designs have 
profoundly influenced the modern home. The Stickley story began 
with the motto Als Ik Kan – meaning “to the best of my ability.” 
Gustav Stickley marked products with this Flemish phrase to 
assure customers that each piece was of the finest quality. Though 
the pieces have benefitted from advances in technology, there is 
still a tremendous amount of hand work in every piece. Beautiful, 
durable designs have stood the test of time for more than 
100 years. Today, many antique Stickley pieces have garnered 
staggering prices at established and prestigious auction houses.  

STEWARDS

Manderley owners Jim and Ilona 
Sublett have a keen eye for period 
furniture, and once owned an antique 
and refinishing shop. When Stickley 
looked to secure a Toronto distributor, 
they jumped at the opportunity. 
They love the company philosophy, 
craftsmanship and the fact that the 
product is made in North America.  

WHERE
545 Mount Pleasant Rd. 
Toronto
416.486.3045 
manderleyfinefurniture.com

Jim and Ilona Sublett
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Mackenzie
Fireplaces

VisiT OUr neW DesiGner sHOWrOOM 
696 Westburne Drive, Unit 4, Vaughan (Keele St/Rutherford Rd)
www.mackenziefireplaces.com  •  905-879-0176

Gas & Electric Fireplaces Since 1990 – Locally owned by Glenn and Mary Hammill

New Cool Touch WallCARAMELIZED 
PEACHESwith
SPICED CARAMEL SAUCE

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

DON’T BE 
INTIMIDATED BY 
MAKING YOUR 
OWN HOMEMADE 
CARAMEL SAUCE. 
THIS RECIPE 
REQUIRES 
ONLY A FEW 
INGREDIENTS, 
BUT IS SURE TO 
IMPRESS!

CaramelizedPeaches.indd   2 2021-02-01   3:19 PM

Continued on page 48
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INGREDIENTS
(Serves 4) 

SPICED CARAMEL SAUCE 

1.5 cups white sugar 

¼ cup water 

1 cup heavy cream 

5 Tbsp butter 

1 tsp salt

½ tsp ground cinnamon 

¼ tsp ground nutmeg 

CANDIED WALNUTS 

½ cup sugar 

1 tsp water 

1 cup walnuts 

½ tsp salt

PEACHES

6 peaches, halved and pitted 

1 tsp butter 

¼ cup sugar 

½ tsp ground cinnamon

Your favourite ice cream

HOW-TO 
CARAMEL SAUCE

Place sugar and water in a 
heavy-bottomed pot. (It is very 
important while caramelizing 
sugar that you do not stir it! 
Stirring will cause the sugar to 
crystallize and create a mess.)

Heat water and sugar over 
medium heat until sugar is 
dissolved and comes to a 
simmer. Let the water and sugar 
simmer untouched until an 
amber colour is achieved, about 
10-15 minutes.

Turn off heat and whisk in heavy 
cream. (A word of caution: Be 
careful at this step, as the cream 
will cause a lot of steam and can 
result in a steam burn.) Whisk in 
butter until melted.

Return to stovetop and stir 
on low for 2-3 minutes until 
caramel bubbles. Add salt and 
spices. Let cool.

You can store sauce in fridge for 
up to 1 week. 

CANDIED WALNUTS

Cover a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. 

Over medium heat combine 
sugar and water (again, do 
not stir!) and bring to boil until 
mixture is amber in colour.

Remove from heat and stir 
in walnuts.

Once coated, turn walnuts onto 
the baking sheet and separate 
with a fork.

Sprinkle with salt and let cool 
to harden. 

PREPARE PEACHES

Now for the easy part! Melt 
butter in a large saucepan over 
medium-high heat.

Dip the cut side of the peaches 
in sugar and cinnamon and place 
sugar side down in the pan. Cook 
until caramelized and soft. 

To serve, top peaches with ice 
cream of choice, caramel sauce 
and candied walnuts!  OH
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705-745-9042  |  600 Neal Dr., Peterborough  |  www.cabinetree.biz

Beautiful Kitchens
Built In Peterborough 

Get great prices on quality craftsmanship
by getting your kitchen directly

from the manufacturer.
Call us for a free quote today!
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MATERIAL
WORLD STORY EUGENIA TRIANDOS

AND KORINA KHAMIS
PHOTOGRAPHY  DREW HADLEY

Fashion runways have 
always been at the cutting 
edge of design, inspiring 
everything from simple 
daily clothing choices to 
complete lifestyles – and 
yes, they even have a say in 
what our home environments 
look like, too. As designers, 
we’re personally drawn to 
the latest collections from 
notable fashion houses, with 
anticipation of what might 
walk down that runway and 
change the trajectory of 
interior design as we know it.

Perhaps the most literal connection 
between fashion and home décor is the 
use of textiles. Look around you – they 
are everywhere, from window coverings 
and wall treatments to your furniture 
upholstery and accessories. Here 
are some of our favourite fabrics and 
where to use them.

WOOL
Just like your favourite 
sweater, wool is great to 
snuggle while lounging. 
Wool throws and 
pillows add decorative 
texture, but they also 
serve a warm and cosy 
purpose on colder 
nights. This fabric also 
boasts many natural 
benefits. It’s a renewable 
resource, biodegradable, 
durable and despite 
visions of shrunken 
sweaters emerging 
from washing machines 
and dryers, modern 
innovations mean many 
wool products are no 
longer “hand-wash” or 
“dry-clean only.”

SILK
Silk is a highly durable 
and beautiful material, 
making it the perfect 
choice for fashionable 
and functional flooring. 
A rug that is 100 per cent 
silk or a wool/silk blend 
has a natural sheen to it, 
and because it usually 
has a higher knot count 
when compared to other 
rug materials, it allows 
for intricate patterns in 
its designs. While our 
favourite silk rugs have 
a single, solid colour, 
this natural material 
has organic variances 
in colour, making a 
solid rug feel beautiful 
and luxurious.
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Continued on page 54

Impressive 10,000 square foot showroom. Wide range of quality hardwood floors, 
wide plank flooring, ACS laminates, vinyl planks and carpets.

8601 Jane Street, Units 1-2, Concord, ON  |  905.761.6655  |  www.chestnutflooring.ca

DiStribUtOr Of ENgiNEErED flOOrS 
frOm gErmaNy & italy with thE bESt PriCES
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VELVET
Velvet is classically rich and luxuriously over-
the-top, instantly adding glamour to everything it 
touches. In the right doses, it can elevate the look 
of any room. This fabric is consistent; its low pile 
gives it a smooth appearance, which shimmers 
under different light. This quality makes it a 
beautiful choice for furniture upholstery and 
pieces featuring beautiful curves. Despite its 
dramatic look and feel, velvet is low-maintenance 
and very forgiving, making it an elegant and 
practical choice for sofas, chairs and cushions.

LINEN
Linen is widely known for its versatility, both on 
and off the runway. This organic material varies 
in weight from light and airy to heavier options, 
and is known for its characteristic woven texture 
and casual vibe. Linen can be easily dressed up 
with a bold pattern or colour, thanks to its ability 
to absorb dye. All of these qualities, combined 
with the fact that linen always seems to fall nicely, 
make it a favourite choice for window coverings.

COTTON
There’s nothing quite like 
the look, feel and even 
the smell of crisp cotton 
bedding. There’s a reason we 
all use cotton in a variety of 
applications on a daily basis. 
This particular material 
pleases the masses – it’s 
smooth and soft, not scratchy 
like some linen bedding or 
hot like silk. The structure 
of cotton fabric has air 
channels that make it cool 
and breathable, and this is 
one fabric that actually gets 
better with use. The more you 
wash it, the softer it gets.

When it comes to finishing touches in your home, textiles are everything. They add 
softness, texture and depth to your design and create a cosy nest to settle into at the end 
of the day. Do your research and consider your choices from an aesthetic and practical 
standpoint. Remember, there’s a perfect fabric for every application.  OH
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25+ Years Experience
100% Canadian Made Cabinetry  |  Quality Craftsmanship

Custom Made Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry
Closet Systems  |  Entertainment Units  |  Basement Renovations
Full Renovations & More!

905.844.3332 | www.aromakitchens.ca | info@aromakitchens.ca
Visit Our 6,000 sq.ft. Design Centre: Units 2-3, 333 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville

Create Your Dream Look
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Homeowner Karen Homer has certainly 
been there. Homer, who’s been completing 
a string of projects on her Guelph century 
home over the past year, recalls encountering 
everything from booked-up contractors to 
lumber shortages to COVID-related product 
and shipping delays. With a custom door for 
example, she says, “This door should usually 
take nine weeks to come, which is long 
enough, but it took 16 weeks.” 

Add to that an extra layer of COVID 
protocols and PPE. At one point, during some 
mould remediation work in her basement, 
Karen found herself dealing not only with 
“guys in COVID suits but others in mould-
hazard suits. So it’s been fun!”

For industry players and homeowners 
alike, 2020 was uniquely and unforgettably 
challenging. If you plan to begin a new 
project this year, here’s a look at what’s in the 
forecast for the home improvement industry 
plus advice on navigating challenges.

IF YOU TRIED TO COMPLETE SOME HOME IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS (OR EVEN BASIC MAINTENANCE) OVER THE 
PAST YEAR AND HIT A FEW SNAGS, YOU’RE NOT ALONE.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
FORECAST 2021
WHAT HOMEOWNERS CAN EXPECT
STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE
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Continued on page 58

Mortgages & Financing for your Relocation

Powered by Verico  
The Mortgage Wellness Group Brokerage #11970. 
Each Office is independently owned and operated.

Offices in Collingwood, Port Elgin, Owen Sound, and Toronto. 

866-496-4028
LetsGetQualified.ca
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MORE OF THE SAME
BUT DIFFERENT, TOO
What can homeowners expect this year? 
We talked to Michael Garrity, CEO of 
Financeit, a Toronto-based company that 
provides mobile-friendly financing apps 
for things like home renos. 

Michael begins by making sense of 
what happened last year. “If there was a 
theme for 2020, it would be ‘Dealing with 
change without a playbook,’ right? We had 
no idea this was going to come, once it hit 
us we had no idea how big it was going to 
be, what the implications were going to be, 
what the government reaction was going 
to be, what people’s perceptions of safety 
would look like. It was all trial by fire.” 

Adding to the complexity, says 
Michael, after an industry lockdown in 
Q2, the home improvement sector saw 
a wild 60 per cent year-over-year rise in 
the third quarter – hand-in-hand with 
unprecedented delays and shortages. 

For 2021, with a second lockdown 
in January, he says, “We are going to 
continue to wrestle with effects and 
implications of the health pandemic for 
the entirety of the year.” Yet Michael also 
sees more reasons to be encouraged.   

“What’s different this year from 
last year is we have information; we 
know what to expect. We’re done with 
[establishing] policies and procedures 
and protocols. We know how to operate 
in a lockdown… in a grey zone, and a 
yellow zone and red zone. We’re ready 
as an industry.”

 

BETTER TECH TOOLS
In 2021 we’re all also armed with geeky 
new skills, having mastered virtual 
meeting platforms and other tech tools 
thanks to COVID. Michael says on the 
industry side, “We’ve moved to virtual 
consults, taken advantage of new tools 
that are available so we can minimize 
interruptions with customers.” In this 
wider-scale adoption of tech, he says 
his own company’s online applications, 
which allow customers to finance home 
improvement projects online, also saw 
real growth in 2020. “Electronic payments 
and online financing tools like ours 
exploded because of again just health 
concerns and the inconvenience of cash.”

SUPPLY ISSUES
Supply issues are improving. Overall, 
Michael says, “I think that supply chain 
issues are going to be less frequent because 
of knowledge. We know and we can plan for 
alternative places to source material from.” 

SPECIFIC TRENDS
Michael says the past year also brought a 
“reinforcement of the value of the home.” 
In 2021, with people still not travelling, we 
should see more of the same – spending 
on backyards, pools, spas, outdoor 
kitchens, new driveways, basketball 
courts and anything that maximizes 
enjoyment of our homes. 

ADVICE
For 2021, with home improvement projects, 
Michael advises planning ahead as much as 
possible. “Secure the contractor that you want to 
work with as early in the season as you can because 
there will be an increased amount of demand.”

And for larger spends, particularly if you might 
sell down the line, Karen says a savvy realtor with 
good local knowledge can really help you prioritize 
spending. “I had a realtor walk through the house 
with me and make lists of bare minimum things 
that needed to be addressed,” she says.

Finally, the right mindset – being patient and 
flexible – and the need for good safety protocols 
will stay with us this year. “We’re going to 
experience elements of the health pandemic for all 
of 2021,” says Michael. “It’s safe to do projects, as 
long as you take care.”  OH

NATUREKAST WEATHERPROOF CABINETRY

BASKETBALL COURT: SPORT COURT ONTARIO
LANDSCAPING: LAND EFFECTS OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

PHOTO: KELLY HORKOFF
LANDSCAPING: SHADES OF SUMMER LANDSCAPING 
AND MAINTENANCE

HomeImprovementForecast2021.indd   3 2021-02-16   12:37 PM

Exclusive Luxur y Home -  Casa Faro Azul,  Costa Rica

Casa Faro Azul is a private luxury residence in Costa Rica perched at the edge of the rainforest on 
a small cliff above the Pacific Ocean on Faro Escondido, an exclusive community near Marina Los Sueños. 
This palace-like home was designed to make residents feel as if they are endlessly surrounded by picturesque 
scenery and breathtaking views of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast from its terraces and patios, hence its name 
“The Blue Lighthouse”. 12,500 sq. ft. under nice high ceilings and refreshing central air conditioning, with 
additional 5,000 sq. ft. of balconies, decks, and patios with an enthralling décor that makes residents feel as 
though there’s no boundary among themselves and the open breadths of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast combined 
with the common tropical environmental factors that are all part of a beautiful scenario.

THIS UNIQUE LUXURY HOME 
AWAITS YOU IN THE MIDDLE OF 
PARADISE.

Visitors will be assured of privacy and solitude, 
along with the Costa Rica Luxurious Lifestyles 
team’s VIP concierge services, with a wide range 
of contemporary amenities. 

Elevating the human spirit through

Luxury Relaxation

https://crluxlifestyle.com/vip-vacation-rental/casa-faro-azul/   |  +1.626.650.8272   |  olga@crluxlifestyle.com
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sold on
DESIGN
STORY DENISE WILLSON
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

WHEN ANGELA AND KEN WALKED 
INTO NEWMARKET DESIGN FIRM 
AND SHOWROOM NICHE DECOR
IN SEARCH OF FURNITURE, THEY 
HAD NO IDEA THEIR DINING ROOM 
MAKEOVER WOULD TURN INTO 
A COMPLETE FACELIFT – IN AN 
ENTIRELY NEW HOUSE.    Continued on page 63

The spacious dining room’s large table easily 
accommodates friends and family.
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““We originally thought we wanted an updated 
dining room,” says Angela, “but we soon came 
to realize that new furniture wouldn’t fix the 
problem. What we really wanted was a larger 
kitchen, a master walk-in closet and more 
storage space. We also wanted to update our 
old furniture and décor in a calming, similar 
style to our new dining room. We decided we 
needed a new house.” 

The couple – married for 39 years – were 
thrilled to find this 14-year-old bungalow on 
an acre-plus parcel abutting a forest in the 
heart of Stouffville. “We fell in love with the 
area,” says Ken. “It’s very quiet, peaceful and 
the deer come right into the yard.” Only a 
10-minute drive to Aurora amenities, the 4,300 
sq. ft. house was the perfect blank slate. “The 
new house gave us the chance to update our 
old furniture with a fresher, contemporary 
look. But we needed help,” Ken says.  While 
they knew what they wanted, they were 
design newbies.

The couple returned to Niche Decor, 
where designer Shima Yazdan had helped 
with their dining room. “Angela and Ken 
wanted a classic, timeless look for their 
new house,” says Shima. “They liked serene 
neutrals with a focus on solid, quality pieces 
that are Canadian-made or locally sourced.” 
Besides furniture, Shima guided the couple 
in choosing area rugs for the main rooms. 
They used art to add visual elements that 
tie furniture and décor pieces together and 
installed window coverings to frame their 
favourite feature of the house: the assortment 
of windows that soak in the greenery from 
the woods surrounding the back of the 
property. ONIT Electric updated the place 
with LED lighting and replaced old light 
fixtures with new, modern fixtures. Shima 
planned furniture layout in user-friendly hubs 
to create flow while considering function. 
“This was the first time we’d used a designer,” 
says Angela. “Shima was wonderful to work 
with. She asked questions about how we use 
every room, listened to us, and understood 
what we were looking for.” At an age when 
most look to downsize, the couple sized up to 
accommodate friends and family. They wanted 
a formal dining room and areas for lounging. 

The new furnishings are positioned 
strategically to maintain effortless flow 
and maximize seating when the couple 
hosts guests.

Continued on page 64
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The couple also refurbished the 
existing kitchen cabinetry and replaced 
the dated hardware with modern brushed-
nickel hardware to complement the new 
décor throughout the home. “We love to 
entertain,” says Angela. “I love to cook, 
to try new recipes, and hopefully soon 
friends and family can gather around the 
kitchen island for special occasions.” The 
lighting and Sonos sound system add 
to the ambience. 

Not everything went as planned. 
Moving day was June 2020, amid the 
pandemic. The couple had given away 
most of their furniture and had only a 
limited number of pieces to move into 
the new house. Their plans to start fresh 
were thwarted by business closures and 
delays that made it difficult to receive 
orders. “Angela and Ken were good sports 
living with limited furniture and having 
to conduct meetings online,” says Shima. 
“Discussions and presentations normally 
done in person were done via Zoom and 
telephone calls – ways to work around 
the COVID crisis.” Still, there was a silver 
lining. The time awarded Angela and Ken 
the chance to see how they used the house 
before making décor choices. 

Angela and Ken hired the VM Home Improvement team to 
gut and update the home’s four bathrooms. “We took dated, dingy 
bathrooms and made them into beautiful works of art,” says Steven 
van Niekerk, one of three owners of VM Home Improvement. “We love 
the modernized bathrooms,” says Ken. They installed raised vanities, 
porcelain tile flooring, and contemporary fixtures that add to the spa-
like vibe while honouring the home’s traditional elements. The house 
also got a fresh coat of paint on the interior walls, and for fun, they 
added a little bit of glitz. “The wallpaper is a conversation piece,” says 
Angela, laughing. “We call it our ‘wow paper.’ ” Megan Mitchell and her 
team at Paint Crew Canada painted the entire home. 

TOP RIGHT: Updated bathrooms 
honour the home’s traditional 
style while using contemporary 
materials. ABOVE & RIGHT: The 
right window coverings maximize 
the view to the outdoors. Artwork 
and rugs tie in seamlessly with the 
home’s new furnishings.

Continued on page 66

25 Torbarrie Rd - Now Open
Canaroma Bath & Tile is proud to announce the opening of our brand new state of the art
showroom offering a unique experience to explore and awaken all your senses - a working water
station, elaborated fixture and vanity selections, an extensive tile gallery, alongside a magnificent
Slab Hall and our exclusive Versace boutique.

25 Torbarrie Rd, Toronto ON M3L 1G5
tel: 905-856-7979 | www.canaroma.com

@canaromatoronto
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For example, they originally thought the 
window seat in the master bedroom would be 
enough seating. After using the space for a few 
months, they realized the room needed more 
warmth and functionality. Shima knew a cosy 
seating area was the answer. “The project kept 
layering organically,” says Shima, “and it came 
together nicely.”

When asked what they loved most about 
hiring a designer for the first time, they 
answered with gusto: “We loved that we could 
test furniture and décor items to get a feel for 
how we use the space before purchasing.” This 
process gave the homeowners confidence in 
their decisions, which is a great start, as they 
know they’ll need Shima to design and decorate 
the pool house they plan to build this summer. 
Of course they need a pool first, but that doesn’t 
stop the couple from dreaming about colour 
palettes, patterns, furniture placement and 
all things décor. 

It’s safe to say these design newbies are 
no longer inexperienced. They’ve caught the 
design bug.  OH

The master is both beautiful and 
functional. Shima added a cosy 
seating area, which adds a layer of 
warmth and functionality to maximize 
the use of the space.

With over 40 years of experience, Kevin Karst has 
distinguished himself in the design, production & 
installation of custom residential furniture & cabinetry.

A highly skilled craftsman, Kevin combines his practical 
knowledge, design expertise and years of experience to 
create stunning designs of the highest quality.

Superior Design & Craftsmanship
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ULTIMATE GRAY
+ ILLUMINATING

PANTONE’S COLOUR OF 2021

1

2 3

5
4

7

6

9

10 11

12

13

14 15

8

Pantone2021.indd   2 2021-02-16   12:20 PM

Continued on page 70

Pella Window & Door Showroom
Oakville, 1195 North Service Road West   |   905.827.1690   |   PellaofToronto.com
To book an appointment, please contact Amalia at STORMAD@PELLA.COM or Kim at BENTLEYKR@PELLA.COM

Pella® Impervia® windows are made from our proprietary fiberglass, the strongest material for 
windows and patio doors.2 Tested from -40ºF to 140ºF and suitable for all climates, our fiberglass 
windows and patio doors help you create a comfortable home year-round. And with the patent-
pending Easy-Slide Operator, available on casement and awning windows, you can simply slide the 
hardware to open and close your windows. 

Strongest. Innovative. 
Tough-as-nails. 

1 Based on a 2020 survey of leading window brands among homeowners.
2 Pella’s proprietary fiberglass material has displayed superior strength over wood, vinyl, aluminum, wood/plastic composites and other fiberglass materials used by 

leading national brands in tensile and 3-point bend tests performed in accordance with ASTM D638 and D790 testing standards.

New Easy-Slide 
Operator 

Pella is the most preferred window brand by homeowners in Toronto.1
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1. MUUTO: Under The Bell Pendant Lamp in Grey  
2. ANNIE SLOAN: Chalk Paint in English Yellow  
3. BENJAMIN MOORE: Paint in Bright Yellow 2022-30  
4. ANNIE SLOAN: Chalk Paint in Chicago Grey  
5. YORK WALL COVERINGS: Citrus Party Unpasted 
Wallpaper & French Linen Stripe Sure Strip Wallaper  
6. DESIGN WITHIN REACH: Eames Elephant in 
Buttercup  7. BENJAMIN MOORE: Paint in Dior Gray  
8. BOUCLAIR: Ceramic Potted Grass & Ceramic Potted 
Apple Leaves  9. FLOS: OK Light Dimmable Ceiling 
Lamp with Soft Touch Switch in Yellow  10. CYAN 
DESIGN: Moonbeam Vases  11. KLIPPAN: Luxor 
Wool Throws in Saffron and Stone  12. EASTERN 
ACCENTS: Thom Filicia Sconset Lemon Decorative 
Pillow  13. ARTERIORS: Archer Tray  14. RENWIL: 
Monrovia Rug – RMOB-22569  15. MUUTO: Outline 
Chair in Fiord 151  16. ÀLAMODE HOME: Ikat 
Jaya Table Runner  17. ABBOTT COLLECTION: Bevi 
Insulated Wine Tumbler in Yellow  18. SMEG: Portofino 
Cooker in Yellow  19. DALTILE: Bee Hive Tile in Run-Up 
Cool Blend P018 & Retro Rounds Tile in Daffodil 
Yellow RR07  20. TON: Fleur Coat Stand in Ginger 
Yellow  21. ABBOTT COLLECTION: Hello Doormat  
22. FATBOY: Junior Stonewashed in Grey & Pupillow 
Velvet in Maize Yellow  23. COVET HOUSE: Number 
1 Graphic Floor Lamp  24. MUUTO: Restore Round 
Basket in Grey & Restore Basket Yellow  25. CIRCU: Sky 
B Plane Bed  OH
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Is It tIme to replace your roof? 
Get a Free No-Obligation Quote Now!

servicing york, simcoe, Durham, Haliburton,  
muskoka & beyond

213 The Queensway South, Unit 12, Keswick
289-338-9349 • aboveallroofingcontracting.com

Voted #1  
roofing company  

in Georgina  
since 2013

We specIalIze In:
– Shingle Roofs
– Composite Roofs
– Metal Roofs
– Sidings
– Eavestroughs
– Soffit & Fascia
– Attic Insulation
– Small Repairs
– Skylight

Limited lifetime warranties 
always backed by our 
minimum 25 year 
workmanship guarantee.

S   Samantha & Co.289-264-4044 • samantha.sesler@icloud.com

samanthaandco2         samantha.andco

I’ll make your vision come to life!
If you’re looking to remodel your kitchen, bathroom or entire home, interior or exterior, I can help
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Using your glue gun, attach 
finished flowers around the 
edge of your frame.

Voila! Now your frame is ready 
for a picture. OH

PAINT FLOWERS

Mix your paint with a couple 
drops of water. This makes it 
easier to apply.

Coat your flowers with paint, 
making sure to cover all the 
petals, front and back.

Once the paint dries, take a 
very small amount of gold 
paint and lightly brush the 
edges of all petals.

EMBELLISH FRAME

Paint your frame the same 
colour used for your flowers. 
You can brush a little bit of 
gold paint over the edges of 
the frame as well.

FLOWER
PICTURE FRAME

How-To
PREPARE EGG CARTON 

Tear off the side and top of 
your egg carton, and using 
your scissors, cut out 12 
individual cups. 

Tear off the tall corners and 
around the top edge of each 
individual cup until the height 
is somewhat even all the way 
around. Don’t worry about 
getting it perfectly straight – 
the imperfection adds to the 
rustic beauty of these flowers.

Divide your cups into groups 
of four. Each flower uses 
four cups.

ASSEMBLE FLOWER

Take three of the cups and cut 
slits into each corner, down 
to the bottom where the cups 
are bent. Take the fourth cup 
and cut slits in each corner, 
a little further past the bend 
towards the centre.

Tear around the edges and 
remove sharp corners to 
create a more rounded shape 
for each petal. Curl each petal 
out with your fingers.

To make the outside portion of 
the flower, glue together the 
first three pieces, offsetting 
the petals of each layer.

For the middle of the flower, 
take the fourth piece, overlap 
each petal and glue together. 
Curl out the top edges. 

Attach the middle piece to the 
outside pieces. Now you have 
a full flower.

Make a stamen for your 
flower by cutting out a small 
rectangle from the top of the 
egg carton. Cut two slits into 
the rectangle and curl it into 
itself. Place a dot of glue on 
the bottom and attach it inside 
the middle of your flower. 

Repeat the above steps until 
you have enough flowers to 
cover your frame.

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

These adorable flowers are so easy 
to make and no one will guess 
they’re made from egg cartons! Use 
them to embellish a picture frame, 
mirror, memo board or anything 
else in your home that could use a 
makeover with some pretty flowers.

Tools &
Materials
Scissors

Paintbrush

Hot-glue gun

Egg cartons (1 egg 
carton makes 3 flowers)

Acrylic craft paint
in colour of choice

Acrylic craft paint
in metallic gold

Picture frame

Egg Carton

EggCartonFlowerPictureFrame.indd   1 1/2pg 2021-02-16   12:09 PM

www.sellinglakesimcoe.com

Kelly Lazar, CGA, CPA
Sales Representative

Office: 416.488.2875
Toll Free: 1.800.466.2218

Direct: 416.930.0787
kellyjlazar@gmail.com

David Wagman
Sales Representative | Managing Partner

Office: 416.488.2875
Toll Free: 1.800.466.2218

Direct: 416.414.0007

We are both longtime cottagers on Lake Simcoe. 
Because of this we have a vested interest 
and we make it our business to know value, 
bylaws and environmental issues that could 
impact the purchase and sale of your property. 
We represent both Buyers and Sellers with a 
genuine enthusiasm...we love the lifestyle and 
our Lake Simcoe properties are more than just 
a summer home to us. Service Is Our Specialty. 
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These experts will turn your house 
into a showhome. 

at your 
SERVICE

Andrew Leonard

THE FIREPLACE STOP
A one-stop shop home-comfort centre, The Fireplace Stop offers quality 
brand names in a range of products, from indoor air quality systems, 
heaters and air conditioners to wood-burning and gas fireplaces. We 
have it all. Our team is dedicated to the process every step of the way, 
from purchase and installation to aftercare service.

NEW AND TRENDING
Innovative Cool Wall Technology allows the 
surrounding walls to stay cool while a fireplace is in 
use. It offers functionality and flexibility for unlimited 
design options. It’s also a great framework for any 
future fireplace or surround finishes. Our clients also 
love the new outdoor fire features and kitchens to 
extend outdoor living space.

VALUE
The Fireplace Stop 
offers unparalleled 
knowledge and 
expertise in the 
industry to help you 
select and install 
the best fireplace 
for your space. With 
partnerships with 
most major brands 
in the industry, we 
offer a vast variety 
of options at 
fair prices.

“We’re more than just fireplaces.”
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LAKESIDE 
ARCHITECTURE INC.
Lakeside Architecture Inc. is dedicated to the design 
of luxury homes, cottages and boathouses. Lakeside 
provides custom-designed drawings, ongoing cost 
analysis and materials selection. Lakeside Construction 
Management Inc. can also offer turnkey construction 
management services.

SPECIALTY
Principal Architect James Pitropov takes a 
hands-on approach to all his designs. James will 
enrich your experience by committing the time to 
work through the design process with you to truly 
create your dream project. When you build on 
a challenging site with a sparkling lake or steep 
leafy ravine, there is no room for mistakes.

HOME DESIGN ADVICE
Start building your vision of your dream design. 
Get your free guide at lakesidearchitecture.ca. 
Essential to any design project is knowledge of 
your site. Your design should take advantage 
of the good qualities of the site, including sun 
patterns, views and natural topography. A good 
design meets the needs of your family and also 
incorporates and takes advantage of the best 
features of your site. Design your dream today!

James
Pitropov

“The experts at Lakeside Architecture Inc. 
bring your dream design to reality.”
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Kevin Karst

KEVIN KARST 
DESIGN INC.
After opening his first woodworking shop 
in Saskatchewan in 1974, Kevin has since 
gained journeyman status in cabinetmaking, 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Design 
(Carleton ’88), and diverse experience 
in kitchen and bath, contract furniture, 
commercial millwork and retail interior 
industries. By equipping himself with a 
comprehensive grasp of product design 
and cross-industrial experience, Kevin is 
fully equipped to assess your needs, develop 
thoughtful solutions, and manufacture custom 
interior cabinetry that is highly functional 
and made to last.

“In association with Robyn 
Huether Architect Inc., this 
modern-heritage reno features 
quarter-cut walnut, Polaris  
super-matte laminates and 
Cambria quartz counters.”

SPECIALTY
We specialize in comprehensive service, beautifully detailed 
contemporary styling, the finest architectural wood veneers, innovative 
laminates and cabinet fittings that stand the test of time.

PROCESS
Every project starts with a relaxed 
consultation to understand context, 
assess needs and constraints, and most 
importantly, we listen to our clients.
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NICHE DECOR 
We have a beautifully curated 
showroom offering the best in 
home furnishings and décor. 
Our specialty lies in our design 
department. Our talented team of 
designers offers in-home design 
services and tailors clients’ homes 
to their needs and lifestyle.

ADVICE
We tend to steer clear of trends and advise our 
clients to create spaces that reflect who they are 
and how they want to live. Are you a formal person? 
Casual person? Your house should showcase that!  OH

Jean Bisnaire &
Shima Yazdan 

“Our design philosophy  
is ‘Love where you live.’ ”

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.
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linwoodhomes.com 
1-855-922-2824

CUSTOM HOME BUILDING 
MADE EASY 

DESIGN      |      MATERIALS      |      BUILD
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I
“I wanted to find the people with the passion 
to create what I was trying to achieve,” he 
explains. “The experience I wanted to have, I 
wanted them to have it, too. Their fingerprints 
are all over this place.”

Well known for bringing out the best in 
those dedicated to being the best, Doug and 
his Mariposa School of Skating have 20 
world and Olympic medals to their credit 
since he started the school more than 40 years 
ago. Now semi-retired, he admits it is still a 
rare day when he doesn’t lace up his skates.

With the same patience, precision and 
practicality he brings to the ice, Doug set out 
to create an exceptional environment that 

went beyond bricks and mortar.  
“On the coldest, darkest day of the year, I 

want this house to be full of energy,” he says. 
“It is meant to be a chameleon and change with 
the season: a summer cottage, a winter chalet.” 

The open-concept 3,700 sq. ft. home has an 
elegant contemporary style. 

To complete the timeless look, Doug 
and his partner Diane MacFarlane worked 
closely with “wonderful” Michael Miller, 
head designer and sales consultant at Aboda 
Decor, a family-owned Barrie business. Its 
10,000 sq. ft. showroom features premiere 
Canadian-made furniture, artwork, lighting 
and accessories.

TECHNICAL
ELEMENTS
STORY KATHLEEN DUNCAN
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY 

In the great room, a light grey leather sectional from Aboda Decor 
is situated to enjoy the ever-changing waters of Kempenfelt Bay. A 
Stressless recliner is the ideal perch in front of large windows from 
Kempenfelt Windows and Doors that frame the view from the back 
of the home. BELOW LEFT: The home is a showstopper in a prime 
location. Doug says it’s “five minutes away” from work and play. The 
stone on the exterior was completed by Coutts Masonry. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The custom glass staircase by Creative Design Stairs & Railing 
off the front entrance adds a contemporary vibe to the home. 

Continued on page 83

IN BUILDING HIS NEW WATERVIEW 
HOME IN BARRIE’S SOUTH END, 
GLOBALLY ACCLAIMED FIGURE 
SKATING COACH DOUG LEIGH 
HAND-PICKED A GROUP OF HIGHLY 
SKILLED INNOVATORS TO FORM 
THE UNIFIED TEAM REQUIRED TO 
BRING HIS UNIQUE VISION TO LIFE.

Doug Leigh & 
Diane MacFarlane
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Although Diane and Doug researched for months, Miller helped 
them lock in their design, colours and decorating decisions. 

“I was involved from the beginning, helping to simplify the whole 
process,” says Michael. “That’s my job.”

Michael also advised on furniture placement, which he says can 
be tricky when the pieces are floating in a space – like the Pinnacle 
leather sectional in the living room, the Stressless recliner and the 
glass and steel Trica dining room table. Accessories were chosen to 
complement Doug’s two Olympic torches (from 1988 and 2010) that 
are displayed in open cases flanking the entrance to the living room.

“When they are downlit with LEDs at night, it’s beautiful,” 
says Michael. 

Built with entertaining in mind, each floor features a visually 
dynamic wall of tilt-and-turn Euro windows overlooking the bay. 
From the outside, the black frames contribute to an industrial 
modern exterior, enhanced by a stone and stucco facade.

Inside, the windows match the Benjamin Moore Decorator’s 
White (from Irvine Carpet One) applied to the Barrie 
Trim and Moulding Inc.’s finishings. Walls throughout are 
painted Collingwood. 

Their custom builder, Advantage Homes, possessed the 
passion, professionalism and expertise Doug was looking for.

Engineered hardwood flooring extends 
into the kitchen and dining room. A built-
in beverage bar is a step away from the 
dining area and outdoor deck.

LEFT: Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath built the kitchen. 
The extensive cabinetry is painted Cloud Cover 
from Benjamin Moore. The walls throughout are 
Collingwood with Decorator’s White on all trim. 
BELOW: This wall unit tucked behind the kitchen 
provides a bench and lots of storage for gear.  
BOTTOM LEFT: Designer Michael Miller selected the 
elegant and comfortable bar stools by Trica Furniture.

Continued on page 84

“I WANTED THE VIEW UNOBSTRUCTED, 
SO WE CHOSE A JENN-AIR COOKTOP WITH 

DOWNDRAFT SO WE CAN COOK AND SEE 
PEOPLE AND THE VIEW.” – Doug Leigh
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Claire Shortt of Claire Shortt Custom Home Designs drew up plans to ensure 
every centimetre of the three storeys was maximized. Leigh’s son Dustin joined the design 
meetings. Together, they applied the philosophy of organic architecture, orchestrating 
an internal harmony that extended seamlessly to the outdoor spaces. The physical and 
emotional well-being of residents and guests is clearly paramount throughout.

A custom four-person (with luggage) Lucanus Corporation elevator ensures 
accommodation without sacrificing beauty. Preverco maple hardwood provides 
continuity underfoot from the main and upper levels, while a house phone and industrial 
handrails create confidence. Matching premium vinyl planking in the lower-level games 
room, which designer Michael calls indestructible, continues the flow while encouraging 
engagement with the walk-out to a hot tub patio and the docks and beach beyond.

The gravity-defying floating staircase by Creative Design Stairs & Railings leads 
up to a lavish master suite boasting a fireplace, private balcony and coffee bar. Twin walk-
in closets and en suites meet in an oversize shower with Bathworks fixtures.

LEFT: Doug can see his 
boat in the marina next 
door from the deck off 
the kitchen. FAR LEFT: 
Aboda Decor’s in-house 
designer Michael Miller 
helped Doug plan and 
select all the finishing 
touches in the home. 
BOTTOM: More large 
windows provide a 
breathtaking view in the 
downstairs rec room. 

Continued on page 86

KITCHEN
& CLOSET
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To optimize comfort, heated flooring and a zone-based temperature 
system are controlled by remote access engaging the gas furnace 
and boiler set. Electrical expertise, including the car plugs in the 
fully-finished four-car garage, was contributed by Leigh Technical 
Solutions (led by Doug’s brother Don).

“It looks like a spaceship,” Doug says of his mechanical room. “It’s 
the energy heartbeat of the home.”

Doug and Diane can most often be found in the kitchen with its 
Shaker and glass-fronted cabinetry by Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath 
Inc. Its Benjamin Moore Cloud Cover colour coordinates with the 
Cloudburst Concrete Caesarstone-topped island.

Doug is thrilled with the project and the process. “Everything went 
well. It was fun. We had a lot of time and there was no pressure. The 
only thing I forgot was the doorbell.”  OH

ABOVE: Imagine waking up to this view every day. The master suite upstairs 
has a quiet place for Doug to work from home. BELOW: The en suite is smartly 
designed with a centre shower with a walkthrough on each side to separate 
his-and-her bathrooms. BOTTOM RIGHT: There’s a handy built-in beverage 
bar in the master bedroom. 

Not intended to solicit properties 
currently under contract.

1.888.978.8261
Broker Of Record Katrina Stone

lakeridgeproperties.com

Waterfront Manor

Welcome to the sought-after community in West End Peterborough. This solidly built and well 
maintained 2-storey residence with gracious interiors and light-saturated spaces, offers 4400 
sq.ft. of total living space and a large flourishing private backyard. Only minutes to Hwy 115, 
within walking distance to schools, shopping, Sir Sandford Fleming College, the Wellness Centre 
and all the amenities! Please see the listing detail and attached documents for more information.

1679 Forster Avenue, Peterborough  $1,100,000
MLS# 40090598

West End Beauty
1515 Hawkswood Drive, Ennismore  $2,960,000
MLS# 40085871

9.93-ACRE HIDDEN PARADISE  
4 bEDS, 4+1 bAtHS, 3+2 gARAgES, ElEvAtoR

ElEgANt 2-StoREy CIty HomE
4+1 bEDS, 3+1 bAtHS, 2-CAR gARAgE

This exquisite property on the Trent Severn Waterway enjoys a private 9.93 acres of green 
grass meadow, lush forest, and 540 ft. of pristine shoreline on Pigeon Lake. The advantages 
are endless. A hidden paradise that offers the ultimate in privacy, yet is close to everything: 
20 minutes to Peterborough, only 1+ hours to the GTA, or a quick boat ride across the lake 
to Bobcaygeon. Please see the listing detail and attached documents for more information.

Michael Miller - Interior Decorator
Over 30 Years Experience

Free In-Home Consultation
We Offer Quality, Canadian Furniture

Customize the Style, Colour & Configuration
Come Visit Our 10,000 Square Foot Showroom

705.735.1825   www.abodadecor.com
31 Commerce Park Drive, Barrie

Design it Your Way!

Michael Miller INTERIOR DESIGN/DECOR

DESIGNER FURNITURE
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TWO BIRDS DESIGN
We specialize in creating 
unique and livable spaces 
while providing dedicated 
and personalized service, 
unrivaled by larger design 
firms. Each project is handled 
with integrity and precision, 
from the initial planning stages 
through to construction and 
implementation. We develop 
each design based on the 
distinctive personality and 
lifestyle of our clients. 

The first step is to carefully 
consider space planning. 
Without it even the most 
beautiful homes can feel 
cluttered, cramped, and 
uncomfortable. We work 
creatively to make the most 
of your existing footprint or 
work with trusted architectural 
technologists and engineers 
to plan a new addition on your 
home. Our team can also help 
design your new custom home 
from the ground up!

We begin with an initial 
design consultation where we 
will discuss the scope of your 
project, your tastes, lifestyle and 
how you intend to use the space. 
We’ll talk about your ideas, 
goals, and budget to come up 
with a detailed plan outlining 
the next steps and timeline. We 
offer a turnkey service starting 
with permit plans through to 
construction and onto furnishing 
and styling to make the process 
as streamlined as possible for 
you and your family.

We are excited to make your 
dream home a reality.
416.855.2473
twobirdsdesign.ca
info@twobirdsdesign.ca
(Please see ad on pg 16)

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
FROM ACROSS ONTARIO

CANAROMA BATH & TILE 
– SPACE COLLECTION BY 
BADEN HAUS
In 2019, on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
landing on the Moon, the Italian 
manufacturer Baden Haus 
has created the new Space 
Collection, the result of 40 years 
of consolidated experience 
combined with the long tradition 
of craftsmanship and the spirit 
of innovation of the most refined 
Made in Italy.

The spacious modularity 
of the Space Collection 
offers a new vision of the fully 
customizable bathroom cabinet, 
characterized by essential lines 
and flexible design. Thanks to 
a strictly geometric layout, the 
Space Collection allows you 
to choose from a wide range 
of floor standing elements, 
or suspended finished with 
practical white metal feet. The 
cabinets, even suitable for 
large appliances, allow you to 
organize the space ensuring 
maximum capacity and freedom 
of movement. The vanity units, 
finely worked with 45 degree 
angles, are available in different 
finishes such as Brushed White, 
Oak Bruges, White Rock and 
Dark Ash. A large solid-surface 
washbasin and elegant mirror 
cabinets with mirrored doors 
on both sides complete the 
Collection. Throughout Canada, 
this exclusive collection is only 
available at Canaroma.
NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
25 Torbarrie Rd, Toronto
905.856.7979
canaroma.com
(Please see ad on pg 65)

MACKENZIE FIREPLACES
Mackenzie Fireplaces offers a 
full line of both Gas and Electric 
Fireplaces. We have been selling 
fireplaces since 1990 and are the 
“Fireplace Experts”.

For your new custom home 
or renovation, we have Town & 
Country/Architectural Series, 
Kingsman, Regency and 
Montigo Gas Fireplaces on 
display in our new showroom.

We have wood burning 
fireplaces for your new custom 
home as well as Kingsman Gas 
Inserts and Rasmussen Gas Logs 
for your current wood-burning 
fireplace.

We also have Electric 
Fireplaces by Amantii and 
Modern Flames.

For your Outdoor Kitchen 
and Living Areas, we have the 
new Barbara Jean Outdoor Gas 
Fireplaces, Linear Burners, Fire 
Pits, Fire Tables and Fire Stands, 
Electric Fireplaces, Wood Fire 
Pits, Pizza Ovens and Blaze 
Grills.

Visit our new showroom 
in Vaughan (Keele Street/
Rutherford Road) to see our 
fireplaces burning and then 
make your choice.
Locally owned by  
Glenn and Mary Hammill
696 Westburne Dr,  
Unit 4, Vaughan
905.879.0176 
Visit our new website: 
mackenziefireplaces.com
(Please see ad on pg 47)

PELLA WINDOWS AND 
DOORS OF ONTARIO
For decades now Pella 
Windows and Doors of Ontario 
have been surpassing the 
needs of our customers. Here 
at Pella, our team’s number 
one goal is to help you find 
beautiful, energy efficient 
windows and doors that 
fit your budget and style. 
Whether you are simply 
looking to replace a few 
windows or are in the process 
of designing your dream 
home, Pella is here to help.

Our free in-home or virtual 
consultations allow you to 
make an informed decision 
about the various materials 
and options available for 
your home. Our options 
include durable maintenance-
free vinyl, ultra-strong 
contemporary fiberglass and 
the timeless beauty of wood 
with aluminum cladding. A 
team of expert consultants are 
available to guide you every 
step of the way, answering any 
questions you may have.
Our team precision measures 
all openings and manufactures 
every product specifically for 
you. Best of all, Pella Windows 
and Doors are backed with 
the industry’s best warranties 
and for added peace of mind, 
we have our own service 
department if ever something 
needs attention.

Since 1925 Pella continues 
to be a leader in innovation. 
For a free in-home 
consultation please call  
905.676.0555 
(Please see ad on pg 69)

Home.
The one you’ve always wanted. 

The way you want it. 
Your dream is in reach and we’d like to help.

1699 CHEMONG ROAD, SELWYN, ON                        (705) 748-9111 EXT. 226
WSELLARS@CHEMONGHHBC.COM   BEAVERHOMESANDCOTTAGES.CA 

Your home should be unlike anywhere else. If you think your dream build lies in 
the Kawarthas or the surrounding area, we can help. Start your build from the 
ground up or choose from a collection of beautifully designed homes. We can 
tailor it to you and your lifestyle. Work with our dedicated and talented staff of 

experts to ensure that your future home meets your needs. 
What are you waiting for?

Cariboo - 2020 Build
1894 sq. ft.

64’w x 63’d“Morning on the Lake”

Continued on page 90
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
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TAPS BATH CENTRE – 
BRINGING YOUR DREAM 
KITCHEN OR BATHROOM 
TO LIFE
One of the longest-standing 
bath and kitchen showrooms 
in the GTA, TAPS has been a 
trusted design destination for 
over 35 years. Known for our 
exceptional customer service, 
from expert advice and design 
tips, to after-sale service, we’re 
with you every step of the way 
to help you achieve the home of 
your dreams. 

At TAPS, we know that when 
you come shopping for your 
kitchen or bathroom renovation, 
you’re not just looking for 
beautiful design – you’re also 
looking for functional pieces 
that suit your lifestyle. You can 
rely on TAPS’ seasoned and 
knowledgeable consultants for 
not only design advice, but the 
technical skills and expertise  
you need. 

Looking for something 
unique? TAPS showrooms 
have the largest selection of 
on-trend, high-quality kitchen 
and bathroom products. We’re 
always evolving with new trends, 
finishes and textures. From 
local, Canadian-made fixtures 
to imported products, we’ll 
help you find the perfect fit with 
quality that lasts.

Take the first step towards 
your dream kitchen and 
bathroom. Contact our Toronto 
and Mississauga showrooms to 
book a free consultation.
1020 Lawrence Ave W,  
Toronto | 416.785.0224
3050 Vega Boulevard, 
Mississauga | 905.569.1262
Tapsbath.com
(Please see ad on pg 97)

DÉCOR STUDIO GROUP
Décor Studio Group offers a 
professional interior design and 
home renovation service for 
homeowners and businesses 
across the GTA. Our execution 
of interior design merges colour, 
light, texture and functionality 
in a creative and aesthetically 
pleasing manner.

Whether you are looking to 
create a unique style for your 
business, decorate your home, 
renovate your house, or just 
spark new life into a room, Décor 
Studio Group has the expertise 
and creativity to provide 
design services that will lift your 
interiors. DSG strives to produce 
beautiful interior designs which 
are professionally executed and 
for which you, the homeowner 
or developer, can take credit. 
DSG works together with a team 
of highly skilled and trustworthy 
trades who help to implement 
the interior designs from the first 
cut to the last cushion.

Starting with an initial 
consultation and planning, we 
source and choose materials 
for you. You are presented with 
a design. Once approved we 
implement the plan. Finally… 
your dream comes true! 

Let us get started together!
3300 Hwy 7, 
Suite 800, Vaughan
416.984.6354
decorstudiogroup.com
violeta@decorstudiogroup.com
hillary@decorstudiogroup.com
(Please see ad on pg 43)

QFORT – EUROPEAN 
WINDOWS & DOORS BUILT 
TO LAST 
It’s spring, the perfect season 
for renovating your home and 
replacing the old windows and 
doors. An important decision 
that must be taken into account 
is the quality, appearance and 
durability over time. Windows 
and doors are probably the most 
important thermal-insulation 
elements in your entire home. 
Carefully chosen, it can enhance 
the comfort of your home, 
through effective thermal and 
sound insulation, increased 
strength and safety.

QFORT cares about your 
comfort! We provide you with 
a wide range of windows and 
doors that are built to last that 
increase the overall comfort and 
efficiency in your home.

The QFORT philosophy 
always puts customer satisfaction 
first. That is why it has increased 
its colour palette, guaranteeing 
a wide range of choices. We can 
assist you in making the perfect 
choice for your window and 
door needs. If you are looking 
to improve your home’s energy 
efficiency, whether we are 
talking about PVC or aluminum 
doors and windows, or other 
complementary products 
included in our portfolio such as 
insect screens, Venetian blinds 
and revolving shutters, our 
QFORT specialists are at your 
disposal. 
Come see our new modern 
showroom located at:
334 Manitou Dr Unit C,
Kitchener | 519.954.6607 
qfort.ca |  @qfortkw 
(Please see ad on pg 10&11)

LUXURY ELECTRIC & ECO-
FRIENDLY BOATS  
Ceclos are luxury, electric pedal 
boats that are designed based 
on values of style, eco-friendly 
practices, health, and ease of 
use. Five of our models have 
the same basic method of 
propulsion: a pedal system that 
is electrically assisted. Some 
models, such as the Cruise and 
Fun X2, have two sets of pedals. 
The ORIGINAL Hybrid provides 
the option to pedal without 
electric assistance. 

E-Catamaran, based out 
of Ottawa, is responsible for 
bringing Ceclo boats to North 
American waterways. Our online 
business model allows clients 
to order using our website and 
have their Ceclo delivered right 
to their home by one of our 
representatives, who will also 
take the time to provide training 
and advice to ensure the client 
enjoys their new boat to the 
fullest. Each boat is made to 
order, and we offer many add-
ons and options for materials 
and appearance.

Ceclos aren’t for everyone. 
But for those who want to start 
giving back to the waterways 
they love to spend time on 
and gaze out over, while taking 
action for better health, and 
doing it all with style and 
elegance, Ceclos are the  
perfect choice!
Come visit us online today at 
e-catamaran.ca 
877.227.8098 
(Please see ad on pg 21)

Roofing and 
Home Renovations

With 31 years experience providing quality 
services in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and 
the Greater Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures 
your roof will withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services 
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems
✔ Roof Insulation and Attic Upgrades
✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels
✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia
✔ Roof Repairs
✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom
✔ Financing Available

Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a 
free estimate

letitrain.ca

spring
promotion

90 Days
No Payment
No Interest

Bruno & Christiane Levecque, owners

Fall in love with your 

home all over again.

Hindsight is great, but when it comes to 

your renovation there’s no substitute for a 

decorator or designer. Find one near you 

with DDA Canada’s directory.

ddac
anad

a.co
m/find

-a-de
cora

torHindsight is great, however when it comes 

to your renovation there’s no substitute 

for a decorator or designer. Find one near 

you with DDA Canada’s directory.

https://ddacanada.com/directories/

find
-a-d

eco
rato

r-an
d-de

sign
er/

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Suzanne Strong
705.446.4877 

suzanne.strong@ourhomes.ca

Lisa Ormsby
705.445.5065 x200 or 

1.877.600.4840 x1 
lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca

Continued on page 92
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Sign up for our Newsletter
3 Gorgeous Homes  3 Exclusive Giveaways    

3 Behind-the-Scenes Access

Local Homes, Local Retailers, Local Trades... 
in your neighbourhood

Follow us on social Media

Check out our digital editioNs

celebrating life at home

More Ways To Connect!
 SOURCE IT

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
FROM ACROSS ONTARIO

INTERIORS BY BETTER SHADE
Interiors By Better Shade is 
a destination showroom for all 
your interior design needs in 
the Niagara peninsula. A stone’s 
throw from Toronto and on the 
way to your Niagara-on-the-Lake 
getaway, we are Ontario’s largest 
chair gallery with a beautiful 
selection of furnishings for your 
whole home, at a better price. 

Fourth-generation family 
owned and operated since 
our beginning in 1955, we 
are renowned for our custom 
window treatments made on-site. 
From shutters to drapery, and 
everything in between, we have 
every type of blind possible as 
well as a comprehensive display 
of voice-activated Hunter 
Douglas motorized shades.

Visit our inviting and 
beautifully appointed showroom 
to meet with our experienced 
design team. In a relaxed, 
no-pressure atmosphere we 
will help your vision come 
together with results that exceed 
expectation and blend comfort 
and functionality, making your 
time at home more enjoyable. 
From new builds, keeping that 
fresh modern model home feel, 
to helping renovate or update 
a single room in your home, 
buying local and shopping 
Canadian-made is a stylish and 
affordable option. From Home 
Theatre Seating to custom sofas, 
sectionals, chairs and rugs, we 
can make your WHOLE HOME 
BETTER! 
469 Glendale Ave,  
St. Catharines | 905.227.4555 
interiorsbybettershade.com 

 @interiorsbybettershade
(Please see ads on pg 14&15)

Furniture, Draperies and Blinds

CELEBRATE LIFE AT HOME 
WITH OUR HOMES 
OUR HOMES magazine is your 
local home resource guide. 
Readers love our magazine 
because we show and tell you 
about beautiful and unique 
local homes. Plus, we promote 
local homes-related product 
and service providers, and help 
you find professional trades. 
Whatever you need to build, 
renovate or decorate, you will 
find in our much-loved magazine. 

OUR HOMES magazines 
saturate 14 local markets in 
Ontario and connect over five 
million readers annually to our 
advertisers through premium, 
consistent, local content and 
beautiful photography. Our 
readership and distribution 
numbers are audited. Our 
advertisers reach our high-
income demographic through 
targeted distribution in each 
region and throughout Ontario. 

Our website, ourhomes.ca, 
offers even more ideas for every 
homeowner. 

Our readers keep OUR 
HOMES magazines as a 
reference and resource guide. 
A business directory in each 
magazine, also available online,  
makes it easy for readers to find 
our advertisers. And don’t forget 
THE LIST by OUR HOMES, 
thelist.ourhomes.ca, Ontario’s 
most comprehensive online 
directory for all things home. 

Subscribe to our newsletter 
at ourhomes.ca/newsletter   
for gorgeous homes, exclusive 
giveaways, and behind-the-
scenes access.

 ourhomes.ca 
(Please see ads on pg 91, 92)

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/ 
RENTALS
Costa Rica Luxury Lifestyle, 59
Jayne’s Cottages, 12

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Lakeside Architecture Inc., 39

BBQS/GRILLS
Classic Fireplace & BBQ Store, 33

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Manderley Fine Furniture, 2

BUILDERS
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 3
Chemong Home Hardware  
 Building Centre, 89
Colonial Concepts Log & Timberframe, 25
Discovery Dream Homes, 100
Garrison Creek Homes, 41
Linwood Custom Homes, 79
Mahzad Homes, 7

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Chemong Home Hardware  
 Building Centre, 89

CABINETS & MILLWORK/CARPENTRY/
FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE
Cabinetree, 49
Kevin Karst Design Inc., 67

COUNTERTOPS
Beyond Marble & Granite, 39

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE/
INVESTING
Buckley Mortgage, 57

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Classic Fireplace & BBQ Store, 33
Mackenzie Fireplaces, 47, 88
Southern Comfort Hearth & Home, 95
The Fireplace Stop, 29

FLOORING
Beyond Marble & Granite, 39
Canaroma Bath & Tile, 65, 88

Chestnut Flooring, 53
End of the Roll, 13
The Floor Shop, 99

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Aboda Decor, 87
Cornerstone Home Interiors, 50&51
Green Love, 27
Interiors by Better Shade, 14&15, 92
Joshua Creek Trading Furniture 
 & Home Decor, 8
Kevin Karst Design Inc., 67
LFI Design Inc., 27
Manderley Fine Furniture, 2
Niche Decor, 65
Southern Comfort Hearth & Home, 95

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/RENOVATIONS
ADM Design, 55
Foxglove Design Inc., 29
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
 Renovations, 91

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
ADM Design, 55
Décor Studio Group Inc., 43, 90
Foxglove Design Inc., 29
LFI Design Inc., 27
Lumar Interiors, 39
Niche Decor, 65
Samantha & Co., 71
Two Birds Design, 16, 88

KITCHEN & BATH
Aroma Kitchens & Baths Inc., 55
Cabinetree, 49
Canaroma Bath & Tile, 65, 88
Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry, 27
TAPS Bath Centre, 90, 97

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Earth Power Tractors and Equipment, 31

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES
Earth Power Tractors and Equipment, 31

MOVING & STORAGE
Dymon Storage, 85

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 3
Annex Georgian Bay, 9

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 6

PAVING/CEMENT/CONCRETE/ 
INTERLOCK
North American Concrete, 4&5

PLANNING & PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
Nutima Design & Project Management, 16

REAL ESTATE
Clairwood – Rioux Baker Real Estate  
 Team, 19
Forest Hill Real Estate – Kelly Lazar,  
 David Wagman, 43, 73
Lakeridge Property International  
 Brokerage, 87
LuxBay Real Estate, 17
Re/Max Four Seasons Realty Limited –  
 Janet Piotrowski, 57
Sotheby’s Realty – Matthew Lidbetter  
 & Holly Stone, 9

ROOFING
Above All Roofing, 71
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
 Renovations, 91

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
DDA Canada (formerly CDECA), 91

SPORTING SUPPLY/RECREATIONAL 
OUTFITTERS
E-Catamaran, 21, 90

TILE
Beyond Marble & Granite, 39

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Interiors by Better Shade, 14&15, 92
Lumar Interiors, 39
Salnek’s Custom Window Treatments, 43

WINDOWS & DOORS
Pella Windows & Doors, 69, 88
QFORT KW Ltd., 10&11, 90
Unitech Doors Manufacturer Inc., 29

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than 
one heading, please email suzanne.strong@ourhomes.ca or lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 
705.446.4877 or T: 705.445.5065 x200 or 1.877.600.4840 x1.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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INGREDIENTS

SALAD

1 cup melon, 
balled (your 
choice: 
cantaloupe, 
watermelon and/
or honeydew) 

1 cup bocconcini 
cheese 

8-10 pieces of 
thinly sliced 
prosciutto 

Mint, to garnish  

Basil, to garnish 

DRESSING 

¼ cup olive oil 

2 Tbsp wine 
vinegar, your 
choice

1 tsp honey 

A few leaves of 
basil, thinly sliced

Salt and pepper,
to taste 

HOW-TO

In a large bowl, 
mix together 
dressing 
ingredients.

Add melon and 
cheese and 
toss to coat in 
the dressing.

Place the melon 
mixture on a 
platter and 
arrange with slices 
of prosciutto.

Tear mint and 
basil to garnish 
on top.  OH

MELON
PROSCIUTTO
SALAD

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is the perfect fresh and bright salad for spring. Sweet, juicy 
melon and salty, slightly smoky prosciutto are a classic pairing.

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

MelonProsciuttoSalad.indd   2 2021-02-01   3:56 PM

Fireplaces – Furniture – Home Décor

8 Callaghan's Rd., Lindsay • 705.324.2555 
www.southerncomfort.ca

Photo: Van Dale

InspiredGET at SOUTHERN COMFORT
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BLACK & GOLD
Add classic style to your home with the latest kitchen and bathroom fixtures 

for every budget. Gold adds a formal touch. Black fits with every design.

$
$
$
$

$
$
$

$
$

$

KITCHEN PULL-DOWN KITCHEN PULL-OUT

Find your style...
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BlackAndGold.indd   2 2021-02-22   12:58 PM

Continued on page 98

TORONTO
1020 Lawrence Ave. W.

Toronto, ON 
M6A 1C8 

416-785-0224 

MISSISSAUGA 
3050 Vega Boulevard 

Mississauga, ON 
L5L 5X8 

905-569-1262 

Book a FREE consultation with an expert at TAPS. Virtual appointments are available!

tapsbath.com

Make  
your style  

bloom this spring
Transform your home with a  

kitchen or bathroom makeover.  

WOS-TAP_12829 TAPS - Homes Magazine Ad V2.indd   1 2021-02-22   9:51 AM96  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

f inishing touch



BATHROOM SINGLE-HANDLE BATHROOM TWO-HANDLE
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KITCHEN PULL-DOWN

1. RUBI: Loft Endricks R - Single Lever in Gold  
2. KRAUS: Oletto Single-Handle in Brushed 
Brass  3. MOEN: Weymouth Brushed Gold One-
Handle Pre-Rinse  4. RIOBEL: Azure Bridge Style 
with Spray in Brushed Gold  5. VIGO: Gramercy 
Single-Handle in Matte Black  6. DELTA: 
Junction Single-Handle in Matte Black  
7. AQUABRASS: Tiramisu Dual Stream Mode in 
Electro Black  8. KOHLER: Purist Single-Handle 
Semi-Professional in Matte Black

KITCHEN PULL-OUT

9. DELTA: Cassidy Single Handle in Champagne 
Bronze  10. FRANKE: Ambient Classic Single 
Hole 2 Spray in Brushed Gold  11. GROHE: 
Essence New Single-Handle Dual Spray in 
Brushed Cool Sunrise  12. GRAFF: Manhattan 
Single-Hole in Brushed Gold  13. PFISTER: 
Arkitek 1-Handle in Matte Black  14. ALT: Pranzo 
Single Control in Electro Black  15. FRANKE: 
Active Plus in Onyx Granite  16. KOHLER: Purist 
Single-Hole in Matte Black

BATHROOM SINGLE-HANDLE

17. VIGO: Olus Wall Mount in Matte Brushed 
Gold  18. PFISTER: Tenet in Brushed Gold  
19. RIOBEL: Reflet 360º Wall Mount in 
Brushed Gold  20. KOHLER: Purist Tall with 
Straight Lever Handle in Vibrant Brushed 
Moderne Brass  21. VIGO: Satro in Matte Black  
22. AMERICAN STANDARD: Studio S in Matte 
Black  23. RUBINET: 1BRTLBKBK in Matte Black  
24. KOHLER: Composed with Lever Handle in 
Matte Black

BATHROOM TWO-HANDLE

25. PFISTER: Venturi 8” Widespread in Brushed 
Gold  26. GROHE: Essence New 8” Widespread 
M-Size in Brushed Cool Sunrise  27. BRIZO: 
Invari Widespread with Arc Spout in Polished 
Gold  28. AQUABRASS: MB2 Widespread in 
Brushed Gold  29. VIGO: Titus Wall Mount in 
Matte Black  30. MOEN: Colinet High Arc in 
Matte Black  31. BRIZO: Jason Wu For Brizo 
Widespread in Matte Black  32. AQUABRASS: 
TOSCA Widespread in Black  OH

$
$
$
$

$
$
$

$
$

$

BlackAndGold.indd   3 2021-02-22   12:58 PM

Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  

 
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 

Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 

The Floor Shop has also been 
featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly 
revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The 

 
specialists for warmth, livability 
and character.

W W W . T H E F L O O R S H O P . C O M

LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4195 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS

TFS_W2012_ad.indd   1 12-11-13   11:46 AM
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